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“We Want the King!“ 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


«r"PSHE King! The King! We want the 
King ! ’° 
Our pulses leap, our quick tears start, 
As multitudes come close to bring 
The sworn allegiance of their heart. 


Not only in that bannered street 
Before the palace portico — 
The thought comes warm and strangely 
sweet, 
A living, precious thing to. know — 
Not only from the Park and Mall, 
The ancient Abbey and the Strand, 
The surging people rush to call - 
The Monarch of their mighty land ; 


But oh, the vaster crowd that waits 
With kindred tears and heart that sings, 
‘‘ Lift up your heads, ye unbarred gates, 
And bring us forth our King of kings! ”’ 


Dr. Scofield’s Bible 


There is only one Bible — God’s Bible. 
But God’s Bible can be the possession of 
any and all who will accept it. The late 
Dr. C. I. Scofield was one of these, and 
God’s- Bible became his Bible, as it may 
be yours and mine if we will. Dr.. Sco- 
field spent many years in personal study 
of the Bible itself and of the teachings of 
trustworthy Bible students, and he brought 
together in notes, headings, and references 
the results of this study in an edition called 
the Scofield Reference Bible, which has 
been and continues to be of untold blessing 
to vast numbers. The “references” are 
the work of Dr. Scofield; the Bible is 
God’s ; therefore it is the Scofield Reference 
Bible, not the “Scofield Bible’ as it is 
often called. A reader of the Times sent 
the Editor, some years ago, a photostatic 
copy of the flyleaf of his own Bible on 


which Dr. Scofield had written a state- 
ment showing what God’s Book meant to 
this beloved Bible teacher. Dr. Scofield 
wrote: “If all the books in the world 
except the Bible were destroyed, this Book 
alone could make humanity wise unto sal- 
vation; could reveal to men the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ his Son; could teach 
all fundamental truth concerning this uni- 
verse, its maker and purpose; could give 
the broad outlines of human history, and 
reveal human destiny; teaching also every 
secret of happy and fruitful living.” 


_— 


The Change at Ebenezer 

It was at Ebenezer that.God’s people 
suffered one of the blackest defeats of their 
history. And it was at Ebenezer that ihey 
had one of their greatest. victories.. We do 
not always remember the dark side of the 
picture — which is as it should be. For 
God’s grace is greater than our sin. But 
it is a fact that “Israel went out against the 
Philistines to battle, and pitched beside 
Eben-ezer” (1 Sam. 4:1), and was sorely 
defeated, with great loss of life; and when 


the Israelites took the ark of God with 
them in an attempt to defeat the Philistines 
in a second battle, they were slaughtered 
by .the Philistines, who actually captured 
the ark of the covenant and took it into 
heathen territory. Some twenty years 
later, when Samuel had turned the hearts 
of Israel back to the Lord, and prayed 
mightily for them, the Philistines came out 
against Israel. This time “the Lord thun- 
dered with a great thunder on that day upon 
the Philistines, and discomfited them; and 
they were smitten before Israel.” Then it 
was that “Samuel took a stone, ... and 
called the name of it Ebenezer, saying, 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us” (1 Sam. 
7:12). The victory of God’s people was, 
by God’s grace, so great that not only were 
the enemy-Philistines defeated, but “they 
came no more into the coast of Israel.” 
God wants the place of our disastrous de- 
feat to be the place of our glorious victory. 
He will win the victory if we p:'t ourselves 
and the whole matter in his hands. Ebene- 
zer means “The stone of help.” God can 
set up an Ebenezer stone just where our 
enemies have had the best of us. For they 
never can get the best of God. 
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Bringing Hope to the Hopeless 


66 BANDON hope, all ye who enter 
here.” There is no place on earth 


where the inscription over the in- 
fernal portal could be cut more suitably 
than the penal colony of French Guiana. 
“He descended into hell.” The phrase 
might be applied to the Salvationist who 
first set foot here to preach the Gospel of 
Redemption in this devilish place. 

It is called the Devil’s Isle, this group of 
little isles, ten miles from the South Amer- 
ican coast, surrounded by an ever angry 
sea infested with sharks. We heard much 
of it at the turning of the century, for it 
was hither that Captain Dreyfus was un- 
justly banished and incarcerated for years. 
It is an island of devils in human form, 
with shaven heads and garbed in red and 
white striped pajamas. There are 6,000 
of them, herded and watched by 300 guards. 
The sun makes them nervous and irritable; 
the warm humidity and hot nights bring 
on weakness and reurasthenia. It is the 
antipodes of the terrible Russian prison 
camps in the bitter cold of the Arctic 
Circle. “This community,” says M. Pean, 





This editorial reviews Charles Pean’s “Le 
Salut des Parias” (“The salvation of Outcasts’’). 
(Gallimard, Paris, 10 francs. Not translated into 
English.) * 





“gives out an odor of rot and decay that 
suffocates.” These men despise themselves, 
hate themselves, and end by being unable 
to endure themselves. They are powerless 
to escape the tyranny of the vice with 
which they are drenched. They have little 
to do; the climate disinclines to work. 
Evenings*they gamble under the protec- 
tion of guards, knife in hand. This 
knife alone keeps them from robbing and 
murdering each other. Their casino lamp 
is an old sardine box with oil and a bit 
of rag for a wick. 

Drink is the first cause of their down- 
fall. “Why did you do it” (commit mur- 
der)? “M’sieu, jetais saoul” (“I was 
drunk, sir”). He had gone to a café and 
fallen into a’murderous quarrel over cards. 
Result, — fifteen years in the penal colony. 
They are also inheritors of alcoholism. M. 
Pean found in one section that eighty per 
cerit were children of alcoholists or syphi- 
litics. So they are sentenced for life be- 
cause of the evil lives of parents. Often 
they have a sense of social injustice weigh- 
ing upon them. They feel ves pre- 
ordained to evil, The colony itself is a 
perfect factory of demoralization to those 
who come there relatively decent. Hell 
is indeed the only appropriate name for 


410 * 


it, — with its eternal fire of lust and re- 
morse and impénitence. 

‘When the formal “sentence is finally 
served many, perhaps most, of them are 
required to live in Guiana as freed prison- 
ers. These libérés are hopeless and with- 
out will power. No one wants anything 
to do with them, because of their vices, 
their laziness, or their instability. They 
steal for a living or beg. If they receive 
nothing, look out! A window may be 
smashed or a store fired. 

In 1933 the Salvation Army of France 
sent a couple of officers to reconnoitre. ° 
How many other Christians would think 
of. passing down into this inferno to lift 
men up to Christ and daylight! The diffi- 
culties apart from moral ones were im- 
mence,—torrential rains, interminably 
growing brush, insect pests.. One mentions 
a huge spider, big as an egg, that let fall 
innumerable little spiders all over his bed- 
room; a floor black with ants eating the 


spiders; a painful skin eruption from the 
wing-dust of certain butterflies. But Sal- 
vationists are never defeatists. They se- 


cured an abandoned estate called Mont- 
joly, gathered a group of ex-prisoners, and 
cleared the land with axes and brush-hooks. 
The men became interested. They were 
astonished to find the officers working be- 
side them, eating with them, and sleeping 
on cots in their midst. After some weeks 
one would not know the place. There was 
a splendid garden,—tomatoes, carrots, 
beans; a run. for swine; a chicken house; 
also a fishery on the shore, a natural weir 
which .traps fish and leaves them to be 
collected when the tide runs out. 

Phonograph records with Gospel hymns 
lead the men in singing and teach them to 
sing. There are conversions. “I have 
lived through a splendid week,” reports 
one. “My conduct will prove the reality 
of my conversion.” As ever, drink is the 
great stumblingblock. Rum is smuggled 
in. Some exchange their very clothes for 
it. “Eleven times we have forgiven Marcel 
his drunkenness, — this good workman with 
the terrible habit.” Speaking of other “poor, 
corrupt men who start in the Christian life 
and fall back into their vice,” the officer 
says: “Without the love of God it would 
be impossible to love such men. I shiver 
to let my thought go into this infected 
place.” But they beg the lieutenant not 
to desert them. 

He describes a meeting: 

“Criminals with shaven tinal bare 
breasts, and sleeves rolled up showing the 
tattooing. One bears the picture of his 
wife and child, remarkably well done, in 
two medallions. Others have inscriptions 
such as ‘Child of Sorrow!’ or ‘Oh, my 
Mother! If thou but saw thy son.” They 
listen silently, with impassive faces. The 
officer reads a verse, ‘He hath hedged me 
about.’ ‘The wali that confines you and 
stifles you is not that of house or camp. 
It is your own flesh which burns you and 
holds you imprisoned.’ ” 

The Army found its first recruit here 
in the colony. Heron was a ruffan wan- 
dering the streets of Le Havre in France. 
He strayed into a meeting and when the 
lass lieutenant noticed the brute face, she 
shivered.. At the close of the meeting she 
saw him kneel, weeping, at the front. “I 
am a great sinner,” he said. The next day 
she went with him to the authorities. He 


-confessed his crime and was sent to Guiana 
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for life. After twelve years he was par- 
doned and attached himself to the Salva- 
tion Army; its first soldier. Do you know 
what he said? Listen, Modernists, Uni- 
tarians, and all believers in “man’s natural 
goodness” ! 

“Would that I had known the Son of 
man, who would have saved me, before 
knowing the sons of men who destroyed 
me.” 

They visit the men in solitary confine- 
ment. They find an Italian who had made 
a little altar from matchboxes and pieces 
of bread, surmounting it with a Madonna 
before which he prays daily. On going out 
from a meeting where the De Profundis 
(the 130th Psalm) on a phonograph rec- 
ord served as a text, they passed a eart 
in which lay a dead man covered with 
blood. The two handcuffed murderers fol- 
lowed after, a guard bringing up the rear. 

In less than two years this pair of Sal- 
vation officers have fairly established their 
work here. Their restaurant of the Maison 
de France prints meal tickets. Merchants 
buy them to give to. begging men. This 
saves money from the drink-seller, -— for 
one commune, that of St. Laurent, is largely 
supported by the 500,000 francs’ worth of 
rum which it sells yearly to these wretched 
men.. In 1934 the Salvationist restaurant 
served 120,111 meals, giving 16,629 with- 
out charge. At St. Laurent the Salvation- 
ists have also established a large foyer 
with night-shelter, rest room, restaurant, 
and a carpenter’s shop. 

There have been remarkable conversions, 
and in many hearts a great change. M. 
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Pean was lately called to return to France. 
He went to Montjoly to say good-by to 
the farm hands. When he started to leave 


- he saw five, ten, twenty ex-prisoners mov- 


ing toward him, “ ‘What do they want?’ 
I said to myself. “One of them steps for- 
ward. He had grown up on the streets, 
went to prison at twelve, was later in the 
African Legion, and there in a fit of drunk- 
enness slew a fellow soldier and was sent 
to the Devil’s Island for twenty-five years. 
(Gentlemen of the Distillery! Come and 
see these whom your business. has sent 
here!) His hand trembled as he read a 
little speech which his comrades had drawn 
up to express their gratitude to me. While 
he read I watched those thirty ex-prisoners, 
all workers on the farm. Their cheeks 
were wrinkled from dysentery, their eyes 
shene from malaria and emotion. Here 
and there one wiped away a tear. 

““T have a request to make,’ stammered 
Francois after finishing. 

“ ‘What is it?’ I asked surprised. 

“ ‘Before you leave I want to ask, in the 
name of my comrades, for permission to 
embrace you.’ 

-“He threw himself in my arms and wept. 
Poor man! He had never known affection. 
Then-he continued: 

“‘T- am too bad, you see, to dare to 
make a prayer to the good God, but we 
have asked our Salvation Army lieutenant 
here. to make it for us that you may have 
a good journey.’ 

“And I saw thirty men fall on their knees 
in the forest while the officer prayed for 
a happy outcome of my voyage.” 
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When Did Israel 
“Become” God's People? 


In Deuteronomy 27:9 we read: “Take 
heed, and hearken, O Israel; this day thou 
art become the people of the Lord thy God.” 
In the light of Exodus 6:7 how could the 
day of Israel’s entering mto Canaan be 
the day of their becoming God’s people ?— 
A Michigan reader. 

The Hebrew word translated “become” 
in Deuteronomy 27:9 does not have the 
meaning suggested by the English word 
“become” in the sense of “passing from one 
state to another,” or “coming to be” for 
the first time. It means simply “to be,” 
“to exist.” The meaning apparently was: 
“O Israel; this day thou art the people of 
the Lord. thy God.” 

For even in the earlier passage noted by 
the Michigan reader, Exodus 6:7, when 
Moses was given God’s assurance to Is- 
rael, “And I. will take you to me for a 
people, and I will be to you a God: and 
ye shall know that I am the Lord your Ged, 
which bringeth you out from under the bur- 
dens of the Egyptians,” this was not the 
beginning of Israel’s covenant relationship 
to God. More than four centuries earlier 
God had called Abram, and had made a 
covenant with him and his seed forever 
(Gen. 12: 1-3; 13:14-16; 17:2-8). God's 
inviolable word to Abraham was, concern- 
ing his descendants, “I will be their God” 
(Gen. 17:8). So we need not be troubled 
by the repeated statements that we find, as 





in the passage about which the Michigan 
reader inquires and elsewhere, that God 
has “become” something that he had been 
long before, or that Israel has “become” 
God’s people when she had become his peo- 
ple long before. 

Thus Moses sang his great and inspired 
song after the deliverance out of the hand 
of the Egyptians and through the Red Sea: . 
“The Lord is my strength and song, and 
he is become my salvation” (Exod. 15:2). 
But that day was not the beginning of 
God’s being the -salvation of Israel. 

More than five centuries later - David, 
in a very wonderful prayer of worship and 
adoration, said to God: “For: thou hast 
confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be 
a people unto thee for ever: and thou, Lord, 
art became their God” (2 Sam. 7: 24). 

And in the Psalms we read from the lips 
of one who had long known and worshiped 
God as his salvation: “The Lord is my 
strength and song, and is become my sal- 
vation” (Psa. 118: 14). 

Isaiah prophesied that in a coming day 
Israel shall say: “Behold, God is my salva- 
tion; . . . he also is become my salvation” 
(Isa. 12:2). 

There is a sense in which every child of 
God, even those who have known and loved 
him longest and best, can say day by day 
with a fresh, new realization of its meaning, 
“This day the Lord is become my salva- 
tion.” For “his compassions fail. not. They 
are new every morning” (Lam. 3: 22, 23). 
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is it merely national patriotism, or 
is ita religious act? 
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Can Christian Missionaries Sanction Shrine Worship ? 
By George S. McCune, D.D., LL.D. - 














one of the well known English-language 

newspapers of Japan, The Osaka 
Mainichi and The Tokyo Nichi Nichi, pub- 
lished on its front page an interesting news 
item reading, in part: “Leaving Tokyo 
station by the 10.30 p. m. train on Febru- 
ary 11, T. I, H. Prince and Princess Chi- 
chibu will visit the Imperial shrines and 
mausolea in Kansai in order to report on 
the forthcoming trip to Great Britain to 
attend the British coronation. Their High- 
nesses will visit the Grand Shrine of Ise 
on February 12, the Unebi Mausoleum and 
the Kashiwara Shrine on February 13, and 
will stay in Kyoto on February 14 and 
15, in order to visit the Momoyama Mau- 
soleum and other places. . . . On February 
18, Their Highnesses will pay respect at 
the Atsuta Shrine.” 

The same page reported “the new plat- 
form” announced by the Premier, Senjuro 
Hayashi, which included the following sig- 
nificant statement: “It expects to clarify 
the national polity still further, to cultivate 
the loyalty to the Sovereign and heavenly 
and earthly gods, to promote the perfect 
unity of divinity of Imperial ancestors and 
the state, so as to develop the national 
prestige.” 


|’: FEBRUARY of this year (Feb. 9), 





Reporting to Imperial Spirits 

An inside page of the Japanese newspaper 
gave photographs of Premier Hayashi, 
Finance Minister Toyotaro Yuki, and Home 
Minister Kakichi Kawarada as they “paid 
homage at the Grand Shrine of Ise on 
Sunday, February 7, to report their as- 
sumption of portfolios to the spirits of the 
Imperial ancestors.” > 

Shrine worship and Emperor worship 
are stern facts and’ realities in Japan and 
Korea (Chosen), which is governed by 
Japan. Last year THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times (issue of March 21, 1936) published 
an article that had appeared in The Chris- 
tian Graphic, a monthly magazine published 
in Tokyo, which —because of this article 
—was banned by the Japanese govern- 
ment and the English language section of 
this issue had to be recalled. It told the 
truth about “Emperor worship in Japan,” 
and contained the following statement: 
“Two days ago, the dedication of the 
rebuilt Atsuta Shrine, in which the spirits 
of certain of the ancestors of the Imperial 
house are enshrined, was celebrated every- 
where.” 

On Shrine worship, this article said: 
“On the day on which the Atsuta Shrine 
was dedicated, in every school in Japan 
the whole school student body lined up, 
faced in the direction of the shrine even 
though it was hundreds of miles away, 
bowed deeply, and paid reverence.” Again: 
“School children on certain occasions are 
taken in a body to the local national shrine 
to pay reverence to the spirits of the an- 
cestors of the nation, in most cases a per- 
functory bow performed at the orders of 














Dr. George S. McCune has borne faith- 
ful witness as a Christian missionary 
in Korea for many years, having been 
brought into a place of leadership as 
President of the Union Christian Col- 
lege, and Principal of the Presbyterian 
Boys Academy, at Pyeng Yang. He has 
had to pay a costly price for his faithful- 
ness to our Lord, and the Times counts 
it a great privilege to publish Dr. Mc- 
Cuane’s clear statement of facts that all 
Christian people ought to know, and 
also the facts of the persecution he 
was called on to endure. 








the school military but real 
nevertheless.” 

The question of Shrine worship is a 
vital one for missionaries and all Chris- 
tians in the Far East today, and it is be- 
coming increasingly acute. The principle 
involved is not limited to Japan and Korea; 
a well known missionary in China writes 
(March 13, 1937) to THE Sunpay SCHOOL 
Times: “The burning question before our 
Mission just now is that of bowing before 
the picture of Sun Yat Sen. It is a 
requisite to registration of schools; and of 
course our schools, which do stand high, 
desire to be registered. Some think it 
doesn’t matter; just a polite form, as one 
might bow to a friend. But it is bowing, 
and standing with bowed head for several 


instructor, 





“Then an herald cried aloud, To 
you it is commanded, O people, 
nations, and languages, that .. . ye fall 
down and worship the goiden image.” 
This was the imperial command heard 
by three young men who were truly 
God's foreign missionaries in a heathen 
land (Dan, 3). They put the com- 
mandment of God above the command- 
ment of men—and with what result? 
The Emperor himself — God to 
the whole nation! 


A similar situation now exists in 
certain foreign mission fields. Some, 
even among Christian missionaries, are 
saying that, without betraying the 
faith, they can bow at the Shrines as 
an act of respect to the Government 
and not as an act of religious worship. 
The crucial question is brought out in 
this article: “Does an act of religious 
worship cease to be such because de- 
fined by the Government as patriotic?” 


But sacrifices are offered at the 
Shrines, and we can hear the great 
missionary Paul declaring: “But I 
say, that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and 
not to God: and I would not that ye 
should have fellowship with devils” 
(1 Cor. 10:20). “Be ye not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers” (2 
Cor. 6: 14). 














minutes. We foreigners may distinguish 
between ‘bowing’ and ‘worship,’’ but the 
Chinese do not. In their eyes, it would 
be worship.” 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times. has asked 
me to lay before its readers some of the 
facts entering into this vital question in 
the Korea mission field, and to tell of my 
personal experience in connection with 
Shrine worship, and I welcome this oppor- 
tunity of doing so in order that Christian 
people in the home lands, and in other mis- 
sion fields, and throughout the world, may 
understand what is confronting the mis- 
sionaries- who work under. the Japanese 
Government, and may remember them in 
fervent prayer. 


What Will the Northern Board Do? 


Regarding the Shrine question in Korea 
(Chosen), the following is from an im- 
portant statement published by Dr. Charles 
R. Erdman, President of the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Presbyterian’ Church 
in the U. S. A.: 


“At present, possibly no problem of mis- -. 
sionary policy is more difficult than that 
occasioned by the requirement of the Jap- 
enese Government of attendance at the 
National Shinto shrines. In order to foster 
a spirit of patriotism or of nationalism, 
the Government has instituted certain pub- 
lic ceremonies in which all schools are re- 
quired to participate. 

“Such participation, however, is not re- 
quired of Korean Christians nor of mis- 
sionaries unless they are connected with 
schools which are recognized as forming 
part of the Japanese educational system. 
The Government officials declare that the 
ceremonies in question are patriotic and 
not religious. _The solution of the problem, 
therefore, seems at first sight very sim- 
ple: Take the Government at its word, and 
attend the ceremonies with the definite un- 
derstanding that participation is a mere 
sign of respect for national customs and 
is not an act of worship. 

“Hesitation to accept this solution is 


not to be interpreted as a reflection on the 


good faith of the Government, nor as a 
sign of unwillingness to co-operate with 
established authorities. It is due to a dif- 
ference of view as to what the ceremonies 
involve. The Government regards them as 
patriotic; yet it is admitted that they in- 
clude religious elements. It raises the 
question: Does an act of religious worship 
cease to be such because defined by the 
Government as patriotic? 

“The problem is complicated by the fact 
that there exist different views as to the 
translation of such words as ‘worship’ and 
as to the significance of the ceremonies. 
Furthermore, there are divergent views as 
to the solution of the problem. Other de- 
nominational co-workers feel that attend- 
ance upon the ceremonies is allowable; 
most Presbyterians insist that it is a definite 
compromise of Christian principles. Con- 
ditions have been rendered more difficult 
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by the refusal of the Government to allow 
any discussion of the question at the annual 
mission meeting or at other gatherings of 
missionaries, 

“The situation became so serious and 
acute that, on July 1, 1936, the Korea 
Mission of our Presbyterian Church took 
action which reads in part as follows: 

1. Recognizing the increasing difficulties 
of maintaining our Mission schools and also 
of preserving in them the full purposes and 
ideals with which they were founded, we 
recommend that the Mission approve the 


policy of retiring from the field of secular 
education. 


2. To do this in an orderly manner will 
require some time; it will also involve the 
questions of the future management of the 
schools and of the use or disposal of the 
property. Close co-operation with the offi- 
cials of the Government will be necessary. 

“This action has been interpreted widely 
to mean that a definite decision has been 
reached to close all our Presbyterian 
schools and colleges in Chosen. But this 
is not the correct interpretation of the 
Mission’s action as the Board of Foreign 
Missions understands the situation. At its 
meeting in New York on September 21 
(1936), the Board replied to the Chosen 
Mission commending it for ‘the dignity and 
courtesy displayed’ in all its dealing with 
the Government officials and approving the 
wisdom of its policies, but indicating the 
understanding of the Board that schools 
would be closed only if and when it, be- 
came necessary by decrees of the Govern- 
ment. 

“The action of the Board reads, in part, 
as follows: “The Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions does not understand that the policy 
proposed involves the present closing of 
any schools if there should be such a change 
in the demand of the officials as will per- 
mit the adoption of any of the excellent 
proposals of the Mission. It interprets the 
action to mean that the Executive Com- 
mittee will exercise its authority only when 
occasion arises and then in conference with 
the station involved. . . . Certainly the 
Board can have no other thought than the 
closing of the schools if the only way of 
maintaining them is by an unworthy com- 
promise of Christian principles.’ ” 

And Dr. Erdman concludes, “Beyond all 
question the situation in Chosen, indeed, 
throughout Japan, is grave in the extreme.” 


The Southern Board’s Courageous Action 


The missionaries and the Korean Chris- 
tians have been truly heartened, strongly 
sustained, and greatly encouraged by the 
clear-cut, tactful, courteous, and at the same 
time completely unambiguous statement of 
conviction made by the Southern Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions regard- 
ing the Shrine question. Dr. Darby Ful- 
ton, who is Executive Secretary of that 
Board, is the son of Dr. Fulton, President 
‘ of the Kwansei Theological Seminary in 
Kobe, Japan. Dr. Darby Fulton was born 
and raised in Japan, and after his educa- 
tion in America returned as a missionary. 
He is a thorough scholar of things Jap- 
anese, and understands, as no one else con- 
nected with the Christian missionary pro- 
gram in Japan can understand, Shintoism 
in its relation to Christianity. 

The action of the Southern Presbyterian 
Board, therefore, is based on actual knowl- 
edge of the fact that Shintoism is a religion. 
The strong stand that this Board has taken, 
in the trying situation through which the 
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missionaries are now passing, has been 
accepted by the Government of Japan as 
final authority regarding educational work 
in Korea. The action is as follows: 


“After careful consideration of the situa- 
tion confronting our schools in Korea, the 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (Southern Presbyterian) presents 
to its Korea Mission the following state- 
ment of policy to be followed, in the prob- 
lems now affecting our educational work: 


“t. We are grateful for the years during 
which we have been permitted to have a 
part in providing educational opportunities 
for the Korean people. 


“2. We desire through the Mission to 
express*to the Government our sincere ap- 
preciation of the freedom and protection 
that have been accorded us in our educa- 
tional work in the past. 


“3, Even now we would desire nothing 
more than that we might continue our edu- 
cational work under the same conditions 
that have obtained heretofore. We have 
no desire to discontinue our educational 
activities, being actuated now by the same 
purpose to be of help that was our motive 
in establishing our schools at the outset. 


Impossible to Compromise 


“4. Nevertheless, in view of recent de- 
velopments that seem to render impossible 
the continuation of our educational work 
without compromise of Christian principle, 
we hereby reluctantly instruct our Korea 
Mission to take appropriate steps for the 
closing of our schools in due process. 


“s. We have pondered deeply the con- 
sequences of this action, and it is with the 
sorest regret that we feel constrained to 
adopt this course, knowing that it involves 
the loss of educational opportunities for 
large numbers of families and that it will 
bring distress to our teachers and mission- 
aries who have given life and devotion to 
this work throughout the years. 


“6. In taking this step it is not our pur- 
pose to dispute the demands that the author- 
ities have made upon our schools, or to 
argue the matter one way or the other, 
but merely to announce our desire under 
the circumstances to withdraw from the 
field of secular education in an orderly 
manner. 


“9 As the first natural step in the 
liquidation of the educational work, the 
Mission is enjoined not to receive new 
pupils for the entering class of the new 
semester in April. New students may be 
admitted to the continuing classes until 
the process of closing is complete. (In 
applying this provision, it is understood 
that primary schools and schools of middle 
school grade are to be separate units.) 

“8. It is our earnest desire to provide 
for the graduation of students now in at- 
tendance, and the schools are authorized 
to continue classes until this can be ac- 
complished, provided nothing is required 
in the meantime that could compromise the 
Christian attitude and position for which 
our schools have cunsistently stood. In 
case of such requirement, however, it is 
hereby ordered that the schools should close 
without further delay and the permits be 
surrendered to the Government. If there 
should be local or internal circumstances 
in any particular school rendering even its 
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temporary - continuation inadvisable, the 
Mission is authorized in its discretion to 
close such schools at once without waiting 
to complete the process of graduating the 
students in attendance. 


“9. It is ordered that during the period 
of liquidation the schools shall continue 
as heretofore to promote good citizenship, 
to foster a deep love of country, to teach 
respect for law and authority, and to incul- 
cate the highest principles of loyalty and 
patriotism. 


“to. It is ordered that the entire process 
of closing our schools should be carried 
out as quietly as possible in such a way as 
to attract a minimum of public notice. and 
so as to avoid as far as possible any prob- 
lems or embarrassments to the authorities. 


“tr. Regarding the disposal of school 
properties in this emergency, we cannot 
approve their transfer for school purposes 
either by gift, loan, rental or sale to any 
group or organization that would be un- 
able to maintain the Christian principles 
upon which our schools have stood. We 
could not by such a transfer escape the 
moral responsibility laid upon us as stew- 
ards of these properties to use them our- 
selves, or consent to their use by others, 
only in accordance with what we believe 
to be the definite convictions of the con- 
stituency we represent through whose con- 
tributions these properties have been pro- 
vided and maintained. As there are 
essential reasons of conscience for the -clos- 
ing of the schools, we cannot see our way 
clear to transfer the property given for 
distinctly Christian education to other 
agencies, however well intentioned, in or- 
der that they may conduct schools under 
the same limitations. 

“12. The final disposal of properties must 
be approved by the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions in accordance with the 
terms of the Manual, paragraphs 138-146. 

“13. While our decision to desist from 
secular education in Korea is definite and 
resolute as long as our schools are subject 
to present requirements, we cannot but 
express the hope that the authorities may 
yet recognize the sincerity of our purpose 
to help and the reluctance with which we 
have taken this step, and provide some way 
by which loyal friends of Japan may be 
enabled to fulfill their mission of service 
without compromise of Christian principle.” 


Wait for Next Week’s Article 

Next week’s article will give con- 
vincing facts brought together by one 
of large experience in the Far East, 
showing the entire breakdown of the 
claim that obeisance at the Shrines has 
no religious significance. It will give 
the official “Warning” issued to Dr. 
McCune by the Government General 
of Korea, followed by the Governor's 
two direct questions: “Will you go 
yourself and do obeisance at_ the 
Shrine? Will you cause your teachers 
and students to go and make obei-' 
sance?” And it will conclude with Dr. 
McCune’s letter to the Governor an- 
swering these official questions and 
warning,—an answer which, in its 
courtesy, dignity, respect for the Gov- 
ernment and at the same time uncom- 
promising Christian testimony, is a 
glowing reminder of the answers made 
to earthly rulers by Daniel’s three 
friends and by the apostle Paul. 
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= A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


| Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 








a General Church Synod is spoken 
of as one of the most important events 
since Reformation days. Two opposing 
forces are aligned, evangelical Christians 
who seek to retain in the church the creed 
and the Bible as the norm of teaching, and 
“German Believers,” that is, extravagant 
believers in German race and German 
ideals. These latter advocate an “inclu- 
sive policy” which would destroy all inner 
unity and make of the church one vast 
arena of conflicting opinions. It has prac- 
tically gained control of the Thuringian 
church, and one can judge from reports 
out of Thuringia what a “National” church 
would be like. It would degrade our Lord 
from Saviour to example. “God incarnates 
himself in all men, especially in all great 
leaders of humanity.” The German people 
are said to constitute the true mediator 
between God and man. “In our people 
Christ lives, in it he suffers for us, in it 
he helps us in life and death.” An eternal 
identification of the German people with 
the future life is substituted for personal 
immortality. The church would become the 
instrument of the State, a political organ- 
ization more or less identical with the State. 
Those who oppose this merger of con- 
tradictory and alien beliefs are, as Dr. 
Zoeliner says, pilloried with the hateful 
word “heresy hunters,” which is inscribed 
on omnibusses and railways and shouted 
in all kinds of gatherings. The Fraternal 
Council of the Evangelical Church in a 
powerful statement outlines the situation: 
“Tt is a question whether henceforth in 
the Evangelical Church of our people the 
whole of Holy Scripture, the Word of God 
in the Old and New Testaments, shall be 


63 HE coming election in Germany for 


the foundation and test of preaching and “ 


belief, or whether alongside and in its place 
a new Gospel, devised and falsified of men, 
shall be set forth. 

“It is a question in what faith our chil- 
dren in family, in school, and in church 
shall be trained, and by what we shall be 
comforted in life and death. 

“Without respect or restraint the Old 
Testament is blasphemed as a Jewish book 
and the church as a Jewish institution. 
This attack reaches also to the New Tes- 
tament. It is directed, in truth, against 
the Incarnation and Mediatory Work of the 
Son of God, against the very basic truth of 
the church, that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Saviour. Who tears out a stone here 
brings down the whole building. 

“Of the church it is now demanded that 
it put the Word of God and human opinion 
on the same level, that it bind one to the 
other in public preaching. This demand the 
church must fling back. The teaching of 
the church is no mere expression. of opin- 
ion. It is the announcement that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, that to him is given all 
power both in Heaven and on earth. 

“Attempts are made to bring about the 
unity of the German Evangelical Church. 


We, too, desire that the fissures in the 


church be closed. But unity cannot be 
attained at the cost of truth. Nor can the 
church surrender the words, ‘Render unto 
God the things that are God’s.’ A church 
that abandons this freedom has nothing 
more in common with the army of apostles 
and martyrs, or with the men who, in 
Speyer and Augsburg, witnessed a good 
confession before the German people.” 


China’s Christian President.—It is en- 
couraging to contrast the ruling forces of 
China with those of a generation ago, when 
the Empress-Dowager was driving out the 
missionaries and massacring Christians like 
fleeing rats. When. General Chiang Kai 
Shek was. kidnaped, prayer was offered for 
his release all over’ China, with a special 
service on Christmas Day. “After supper,” 
writes one, “I was listening to the wireless 
when I suddenly heard the Chinese an- 
nouncer at Nanking saying that at 5.30 





Pioneering in the 





Philippines 





The Batan Islands, which con- 
stitute the Province of Batanes, lie 
about sixty miles south of Formosa 
and on a clear day Formosa can be 
seen from the northernmost island. 
This is the last known province of 
the Philippines where there has 
never been a Gospel witness and 
the Association of Baptists for 
Evangelism in the Orient is to send 
their Gospel ship thither on an ex- 
pedition of reconnaissance. The 
islands are storm-beaten and dan- 
gerous and the people isolated. The 
Association hopes to establish a 
permanent work here with Filipino 
evangelists, 











P. M. General Chiang had reached Loyang 
by air, having been released by the rebels. 
Great was the rejoicing everywhere. The 
Chinese said, ‘Four P. M. was the ap- 
pointed time for the great united Chris- 
tian prayer meeting in Nanking; at 5.30 
he was liberated. Prayer certainly pre- 
vails,’ Later in the evening the Government 
wireless in Nanking was _ broadcasting 
Christmas carols!” 

General Chiang in his account of this 
affair in the New York Times tells how 
his brave wife came to his assistance by 
airplane and at much risk. “When I read 
the Old Testament this morning I happened 
to come across the saying that ‘Jehovah 
will now do a new thing: he will make a 
woman protect a man’ (Jer. 31:22, Chi- 
nese Version). When my wife arrived in 
the afternoon it seemed that the. Word of 
God was to be carried out.” 


Very lovely was the statement of faith 

sent by General Chiang to the Methodist 
Conference at Nanking. “I have been a 
Christian,” he said, “ten years, and during 
that time I have been a constant reader 
of the Bible. From my captors I asked but 
one thing, a copy of the Bible. I had 
ample time for meditation. The greatness 
and love of Christ burst upon me with new 
inspiration, increasing my strength to strug- 
gle against evil. . . . Remembering that 
Christ enjoined us to forgive those who sin 
against us until seventy times seven, I felt 
that they should be allowed to start life 
anew. At the same time I was greatly 
humbled that my own faith had not been 
of such quality as to influence my followers 
and to restrain them.” 
- Madame Chiang is a_ well-instructed 
Christian. To those who say to her, “I 
believe in agricultural missions and in med- 
ical missions, but not in evangelism,” she 
is reported to have replied: “You can’t 
change anything unless you change man’s 
character. This is the heart of it all.” 


In Darkest Roumania.—The Roumanian 
state church has passed judgment on 
Anglican orders and found them and Angli- 
can theology valid. English Low Chureh- 
men charge that their doctrinal position 
has been misrepresented to the Roumanians 
in order to secure this recognition from a 
decadent and superstitious church. 

A prominent Roumanian newspaper writ- 
ing of the “ravages of the sects in Bessa- 
rabia” says: “In Kisheneff there are fifty-- 
four contaminating communities of Baptists 
with 1,704 members.” It is an underesti- 
mate. There are in fact twenty times that 
number, and their chapels are found in 
almost every village in spite of state church 
persecution. 

Two hundred of the leading Jewish fam- 
ilies in Bucharest, Roumania, under the 
lead of a Jewish schoolteacher, Mr. Samiel- 
vici, have applied for membership in the 
Roumanian Church. They have offered to 
build their own church building and provide 
a minister. The Patriarch of Roumania, 
however, turns a cold shoulder to them and 
the press is protesting against receiving 
them into the state church. 


The Oriental Missionary Society cele- 
brated in 1936 the thirty-fifth anniversary 
of its beginning. In 1901 a little band 
went out without money or home guar- 
antee. They opened a mission hall in Tokyo. 
Now they have fifty mission churches in 
that city, and in Japan, as a whole, some 
800. stations and substations. In Korea the 
number is 400, in China, a good start. 
They have five well-equipped Bible Train- 
ing Institutes in Tokyo, Seoul, Shanghai, 
Canton, and Peiping, and are planning to 
open two more in Central and West China. 
Of the 1,450 workers only thirty are for- 
eign, 

One of their workers in Chinese villages 
writes that “every yard has its dog and 
sometimes two or three. And what a howl 
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they set up as strangers enter! Armed 
with huge sticks we pass the gate and 
every step in advance is contested by these 
growling canines. Some of the dogs are 
sly and often, as we leave, steal up from 
the rear and snap at us. Four of our 
workers were bitten during the past month. 
Miss Kong was recently bitten above the 
ankle as she was giving the message to 
the Chinese mother of the house.” 


‘ “Religious Education” Sampled.—The 
International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion is described as the co-operative agency 
of forty-one denominations and twenty- 
eight state councils. It is “working in 
élosest relation with the Federal Council 
of Churches, the Home Missions Council 
of America, and the Council of Church 
Boards of Education.” In its organ, The 
International Journal of Religious Educa- 
tion, we are told that “for years the Coun- 
cil has majored in the basic task of re- 
search and curriculum building.” 

In the April number one finds samples 
of this. “curriculum building” under the 
heading, “Suggestions for Building June 
Worship Programs.” 

‘The subject is “Finding God in Books.” 
The comment is incredibly trivial. Thus: 

“Finding God in the ‘Fun Books’ that 
we read. Aim to help boys and girls to 
find God in books which they read just 
for fun. 

“We spend so much time reading just 
for fun; is it not important that we may 
find God giving us a message even in fun? 

“Prayer. O God, may be never be 
careless and waste the time which we have 
given to us for play. May we be true to 
our high standards of good sportsmanship, 
may we look for the best in others. ... 
Amen. 

“Theme: Finding God in Poetry. To 
the Counsellor. This may seem like a pub- 
lic school subject (that is, rather than for 
Sunday schools). But if through an appre- 
ciation of God in poetry we help them to 
understand God and also more surely to 
appreciate poetry, we will have done well.” 

The poetry recommended is Joyce Kil- 
mer’s “Trees,” “Good Company,” by Karle 
Wilson Baker, and “The Ways,” by John 
Oxenham! 

(This comes from the field represénta- 
tive of the Publication Department, Board 
of Christian Education of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U. S. A.) 


More Modernism for Sunday Schools. 
—A director of education in a Presbyterian 
church in Albany takes for the theme, “We 
are his people.” 

“The message may be given in the form 
of a talk, by the leader, on men and women 
who have worked with God, as G. W. 
Carver, Luther Burbank (an agnostic), 
Benjamin Franklin (a _ profligate), the 
Wright brothers, and Stradivarius, maker 
of violins. To this list may be added the 
names of great explorers, civil engineers, 
doctors, scientists, teachers, forest-rangers, 
and farmers who feed their land instead of 
. Wearing it out.” 
( Missionaries, doctors 


saints, martyrs, 


of the church are not included, it will be 
observed, among “His people” here men- 
tioned. ) 

Harry Stock, Secretary of Student Life 
and Young People’s Work in the Congre- 
gational Education Society, describes 
“Stories Which Reflect God.” “In Pearl 
Buck’s ‘Fighting Angel’ the author says 
that her father objected to the reading of 
fiction because it was not true. But good 
fiction has real religious and moral value. 
It moves our feelings so that we wish to 
measure up to the full possibilities that 
God has placed within us.” 

“Essays Which Reveal God” is another 
caption. 

“We need to read books like Emerson’s 
Essays. They help us to put into definite 
form some of the finer feelings that we 
have when we read biography or fiction. 
They help us to understand: that there is 
a truth which God would have us follow.” 

This Secretary of Student Life calls the 
Bible not the Book of Books but the Li- 
brary of Libraries. “The leader may em- 
phasize the fact that the Bible is not a 
book but is a library of books.” 

(On the contrary, the divine unity of 
Scripture is the most wonderful thing about 
it.) 

One can see from these extracts that the 
Modernist dry-rot in our churches is as 
commonplace a thing as Boston Unitarian- 
ism. 


The vagaries of criticism are exempli- 
fied in the article on the Gospel of John 
in the last edition of the Encyclopedia 
Britannica. The writer, Baron von Huegel, 
thinks the author of the Gospel “a Chris- 
tian of Judean-Alexandrine formation with- 
out any apparently . personal reminiscence 
of what had actually been the life, preach- 
ing, and death of Jesus.” The writer was 
a forger, but what does that matter? - “It 
does not violate the literary ethics of the 
time. Thus the heathen philosopher 
Iamblichus declares this to be admirable 
among Neo-Pythagoreans ‘that they ascribe 
everything to Pythagoras, few of them 
acknowledging their own works as _ their 
own.’ ” 

Which of course implies that the writer 
of John lived on the contemporary heathen 
level. 

Von Huegel sees allegory throughout. 
“The woman. at the wedding in Cana and 
beneath the Cross stands primarily for the 
faithful Old Testament community ; the Be- 
loved Disciple is-the typical New Testa- 
ment follower of her Son, the Messiah.” 
Here, too, according to this critic, is “legiti- 
mate accommodation.” 

He tells us that the raising of Lazarus is 
not to be considered historical. That would 
“ruin the historical trustworthiness of the 
other Gospels.” He thinks it unreasonable 
that Jesus would delay two days to secure 
his friend’s dying and then “rejoice at his 
death that he might revivify him”; equally 
so, “that he should weep over a death which 
he had let happen, yet express anger at 
the weeping of Lazarus’ friends.” Could 
anything be more pedantic and unsympa- 
thetic! 


ices for Worship.” 
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This article belongs to the unhappy past. 
Its point of view is being rapidly super- 
seded. One should recall that the oldest 
written fragment of the New Testament 
known is from just this Gospel of John. 


Out of the Turmoil in Spain.—Pasteur 
Rennes writes from Spain to L’Aurore of 
the effect of the war on Spanish opinion. 
“T used to believe in saints and Virgins, 
but after seeing them burned without de- 
fending themselves I believe no longer,” a 
natural conclusion forced on many minds 
by ruined churches. In the vaults of some 
of these churches are remains of persons 
long dead in suspicious promiscuity. The 
people yo down and draw their own con- 
clusions. Why should they not? It is 
the priests who in these terrible days make 
out the lists of those to be shot. The 
people know it. “It will take years. of 
patience, love, and work to remove these 
impressions.” On one side the war is 
waged in the name of Christ and the Vir- 
gin. “Our Captain General, the Virgin of 
Piler, will save Spain,” said the comman- 
der cf Burgos. “The blood of people 
will redeem Spain as the precious blood 
of Christ at Calvary.” The Archbishop 
of Burgos urges war to the bitter end. 

And in the ruined churches young people 
rush about, laughing, joking, mocking at 
this or that remnant of a saint image, at 
times wearing Mass-garments. 

In one place the people forced a priest 
to marry the woman with whom he had 
lived many years, saying, “Now he is 
living as God intended he should.” It is 
interesting to note that in all the papers 
of the Left, even of the extreme Left, arti- 
cles on social reconstruction, public teach- 
ing, and the like, are based on the Gospel. 
They often begin with such phrases as, “In 
the teaching of Jesus,” or, “Jesus Christ 
our Master has said.” Yet they look on 
Jesus as man and no more. “If we had 
known this Gospel of which you speak,” 
said a workman to Pastor Rennes, “all this 
would not have happened.” One pastor 
had on his church the sign, “Public Serv- 
Soldiers marching by 
would halt and fire on the sign. But when 
the pastor came out and explained to them 
the nature of these services they departed 
quietly. Spaniards generally believe that 
Protestantism is not a religion. They have 
long been told by the priests that Protes- 
tants believe neither in God nor in Christ 
and that there is only one religion, the 
Roman- Catholic. 


The Spanish Situation and the Irish.— 
The Irisis Catholic bishops are accustomed 
to publish each Lent a statement regarding 
the problems occupying the minds of the 
Roman Catholic authorities. That which 
appeared this year reflected the anxiety 
with which the Irish clergy regard the 
occurrences in Spain. It-is like a black 
cloud ever Ireland. The Irish are asking 
themseives how it is that the Spanish peo- 
ple have risen up against their church in 
this way. The bishops’ pastoral letter 
shows real concern lest the infection of 
‘Spanish revolution should reach the Irish 
people. : 

In the United States one marks similar 
anxieties. In the Forum for April. a Ro- 
man Catholic priest: writes of the rising 
anticlerical feeling. “I have begun to sense 
‘a different sort of temper in the public 
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towards me and my clerical collar. There 
often seems to be a subdued antagonism. 
Even the faithful appear to. be affected by 
a growing indifference. Many priests con- 
fess that they sense the same veiled hos- 
‘ tility. 


“The Church’s growth to wealth and ~ 


power is her undoing. The Church has 
been riding high, wide, and handsome. 
Cardinal O’Connell is the biggest single 
taxpayer in Boston. ... We priests are as 
a class discredited men, men who. have lost 
the trust and confidence of the great masses 
of our people, The Catholic poor have lost 
faith in us. They no longer ring our door- 
bells.” 


The Rising Tide.—Dr. Laible tells us in 
the Allgemeine Kirchenzeitung that the 
situation is clearing. “An astonishing in- 
terest in the coming election to the Synod 
is reported. ‘Assemblies for Creed and 
Scripture’ are everywhere crowded and 
addresses must often be repeated in a sec- 
ond gathering in the same church, the same 
evening. Ever new meetings are called 
with new speakers. Interest increases and 
does not wane. We are experiencing evan- 
gelization on a large scale in the whole 
Empire. This stirring of spirits is the 
best of preparations for the coming vot- 
ing.” 

Public halls stand open to “German Be- 
lievers” alone. Their watchword, “A 
National Church” (with all elements), con- 
forms to the national consciousness of the 
present day. The friendship between them 
and the National Socialist leaders will 
weigh heavily in the scales: They pose as 
the representatives of the church of the 
future and bask in the sunshine of those 
who lead in public speech. Much, of course, 
depends upon who shall vote. If all who 
have cut loose from the church, and those 
who have a merely nominal relation to it, 
vote, the cause of the Christian loyalists 
will be correspondingly handicapped. 
“What Christ wishes for the Church will 
happen,” continues Dr. Laible. “She must 
go the way of God undisturbed by light- 
nings on the horizon.” And Dr. Zoelfher 
cries out: 

“T call on thee, thou people of the evan- 
gelical church, thou church of the Reforma- 
tion, the German church of the Reforma- 
tion, gather together and give testimony to 
what you represént, to the fact that you 
are still a power in the life of the Ger- 
man people. Union is good, but it must 
be a union on which the Son of the eternal 
love of God shines in power, on which the 
rain of his blessing comes down from 
above.” 


The old Catholic Church of Germany, 
organized in 1870 as a reformed church, 
is in these troubled days in Germany 
having unusually large accessions from Ro- 
man Catholicism. According to the Living 
Church the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Breslau looks to a future when his now 
numerous flock will be reduced to a mere 
handful by the inroads of this reformed 
Catholicism. In the Ruhr and Rhineland 
there is a truly marvelous revival of spir- 
itual life in connection with it. The leader 
is Bishop Erwin Kreutzer, a singularly 
able leader with a group of energetic and 
deeply religious men back of him, organized 
in a Catholic National Church Movement. 
New congregations and church centers are 
constantly being formed. One can easily 
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believe that the revelations of repulsive 
immorality in German Roman Catholic 
monasteries, which are appearing day by 
day in the press, will give a quickened im- 
petus to this secession from Rome, 


Open Hearts in Brazil.—The people of 
Brazil more and more understand and re- 
spect the evangelicals for their integrity, 
and desire them for places of responsibility. 
Dr. Garcia, for example, the mayor of 
Campo Bello for nine years, is a greatly 
beloved elder of the Presbyterian Church. 
The worst that his enemies can say of 
him is that he is a Christian who refuses 
to fill his pockets at the expense of the 
public treasury and insists on an account- 
ing of every cem of public funds. The 
last General Assembly of the Brazilian 
Church resolved that “the kingdom of God 
should be financed not by bazaars or festi- 
vals, but by the gifts of every one, giving 
as the Lord has prospered him.” Yet here, 





The Opera House 
Meetings in Manila 








A series of meetings held in the 
Opera House in Manila was initi- 
ated by the Association of Baptists 
for Evangelism in the Orient and 
constituted quite a remarkable 
counter-movement to the Euchar- 
istic Congress that Rome held in 
Manila at nearly the same time. 
The Congress filled the newpapers 
with pictures and picturesque story; 
the evangelistic meetings passed un- 
noticed. Yet it brought in 672 
decisions for Christ. During the 
meetings 35,000 Gospels were dis- 
tributed, all that the Bible Society 
had in stock. “Every morning de- 
cision slips signed by people who 
have read them have already been 
received and still they come.” 
Every house within a radius of ten 
squares north of the Opera House, 
six east, and five west, was visited 
with Scriptures and tracts by stu- 
dents in the Baptist Institute. It 
is interesting to learn that “when it 
seemed impossible to rent a theater 
or secure public land for a tent meet- 
ing, the Lord gave us the Opera 
House for simply the cost of run- 
ning it. It is owned by a Chris- 
tian Syrian.” 











as in all Roman Catholic lands, so-called 
religion is commonly financed by fiestas 
with drink and riotous conduct. Brazilian 
Christians also scrupulously observe Sun- 
day, another thing that differentiates them 
from the Catholic community, given over 
on Sundays to questionable pleasures. 


Costly Witnessing in China.—“Three 
years ago we went to Sing Teng village 
for the first time,” says the report of the 
Sweet Mission, Hangchow, China. “The 
Lord put his hand upon a family in the 
place. Now more than a hundred are wor- 
shiping God here. Two years ago five men 
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came into our ‘Hangchow chapel and heard 
the Gospel. A few months later one re- 
turned saying that in two villages there 
are now sixty souls coming regularly to 
services. There are twenty-nine who have. 
confessed -Christ in the Fu Yang prison, 
among them a murderer who to obtain 
forgiveness had recited a Buddhist prayer 
before idols 900,270 times by actual count. 
One convert is mentioned who used to cook 
food at the big temple outside Hangchow 
for thousands of pilgrims. This brought 
ample support, but when he was converted 
he abandoned this relationship to the idol- 
atrous religion. He went to the headman 
of the village who had once employed him 
in the past. His business was to prepare 
the tea for sale for the tea farmers who 
brought it to him, and he was accustomed 
to. pilfer a portion of each consignment. 
When our village Christian asked for work 
he was refused. ‘You have become a 
Christian and cannot any more steal tea 
for me.’ So he has been provided with a 
little money to buy a tin of oil which he 
sells from house to house. He makes a 
little money, and has opportunity to witness 
for his Saviour.” 


Brief Notes.—Leland Wang of China 
preached in the Manila Grand Opera House 
during two weeks of February. The meet- 
ings were the largest ever held in the 
Philippine Islands. . . . Lloyd-George says 
that he finds hymn-singing a great aid 
in banishing worry. “I like to sing Welsh 
hymns, and whenever I find that I am be- 
coming troubled by my responsibilities I 
cease work and sing hymns for a few min- 
utes. Sometimes I have kept important 
callers waiting.” ... Dr. Christie quotes 
Lord Melchett in The British Weekly: 
“The day in which the Temple will be re- 
built is nigh, and I will work for the rest of 
my life to rebuild Solomon’s Temple in the 
place of the Mosque of Aksa.’”’ From the same 
lips came the statement that “when the Jews 
come into authority there will be no mis- 
sions in the Holy Land.” ... It is planned 
to raise a memorial fund in remembrance 
of the late Sir Leon Levison in order to 
build a center in London for the Interna- 
tional Hebrew Christian Alliance. The 
headquarters will be named Levison House. 
... A mew Gospel] of John translated by 
Dr. Weidemann into German for “German 
Christians” has recently appeared. Dr. 
Laible says of it: “John is no longer rec- 
ognizable. Neither is Jesus. It is a Gos- 
pel of Weidemann in the lion skin of John.” 
... An evangelical radio station has been 
erected in Ecuador which, it is expected, 
will reach all parts of Spanish America. 
...J. A. Smith, a converted Roman Cath- 
clic, is preaching to Catholics in the Fair- 
mount-Taylor Presbyterian Church, Mont- 
real. Since March, 1930, ninety-three 
Catholics have here renounced Rome and 
been taken into the United Church of Can- 
ada. Mr, Giguére, a converted priest of 
the Oblate Order, is preaching in the East 
End Methodist Church, Montreal, which 
has been purchased for this work. He be- 
gan his ministry on street corners, ... Dr. 
S. K. Datta, President of Forman Chris- 
tian College, in a speech at the All-India 
Legislative Assembly at Delhi, told the 
British and Indian statesmen there gath- 
ered that if they wished to see Indian de- 
mocracy at its best they should see it at 
work in the Indian churches, “little Indian 
republics.” 
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LESSON 12. JUNE 20. JOSEPH’S KINDNESS TO HIS KINDRED 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 45 : 16 to 50:26; printed text, Genesis 46:1-7, 28-30; 50: 24-26 


Golden Text.—Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's 
sake hath forgiven you.—Eph. 4: 32 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 46: 1-7, 28-30; 50 : 24-26 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Gen. 46:1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had,. and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father 
Isaac. 

2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, and said, 
Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 

3 And he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go 
down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 

4 1 will go down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely 
bring thee up again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 

5 And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel 
carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, 
in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 

6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they had 
gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all 
his seed with him: 

7 His sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his 
sons’ daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. 

28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face 
unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 

29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 
Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him; and 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

30 And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 


50: 24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die; and God will 
surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which 
he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

25 And Joseph .took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, 
God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. 

26 So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten years old: and they 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 


” 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Gen. 46:1 And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his 
father Isaac. 2 And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the 
night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. 3 And 
he said, I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go down into 
Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation: 4 I will go 
down with thee into Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up 
again: and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes. 5 And 
Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons of Israel carried 
Jacob their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the 
wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 And they took 
their cattle, and their goods, which they had gotten in the land of 
Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: 
7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ 
daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt. » 
28 And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to show the way 
before him unto Goshen; and they came into the land of Goshen. 
29 And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel 
his father, to Goshen; and he presented himself unto him, and fell 
on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 30 And Israel 


said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, that 


thou art yet alive. 


50:24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die; but God will 
surely visit you, and bring you up out of this land unto the land 


which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 25 And Joseph— 


took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit 
you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence. 26 So Joseph 
died, being a hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, 
and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE story of Joseph’s kindness to his 
kindred, beautiful as it is, would not 
have a place in the Bible had not 
Joseph’s kindness been a part of the mar- 
velous plan of the mighty God to save 
Israel, and through Israel to save the world. 
Joseph’s kindness was an expression of 
God’s lovingkindness to Israel, and to us. 
It is good to draw from these Genesis les- 
sons the personal application of aiming 
to have in our own lives the qualities that 
were in the lives of Joseph and the other 
heroes of faith. But we must see the super- 
natural plan worked out in the Genesis 
narratives, if we would enter into the 
power of Israel’s God that is needed to pro- 
duce those qualities. 


The Historical Setting 


Jacob was 130 years old when he went 
down into Egypt (47:9). This was 53 
years after he left Beer-sheba to go to 
Haran on his first famous journey, and 
about 22 years after Joseph was ‘sold into 
Egypt. The date may be put at 1706 B. C. 
Verse by Verse ’ 

Genesis 46:1—Came to Beer-sheba. 
Probably from Hebron, thirty miles north 
of Beer-sheba (37:14). From Beer-sheba 
Jacob started on his journey to Haran (28: 
10). See also 21: 31-34; 26: 23-25. Offered 
sacrifices unta the God of his father Isaac. 
At each new individual crisis, and in each 
new. era of the plan of redemption, the 
. patriarchs sought God in a special: way. 


. “ % “ 


Verse 2—God spake unto Israel in the 
visions of the night. The sixth and last 
recorded appearance of God to Jacob (28: 
13-15; 31: 11-15; 32: 24-20; 35:9-13; cf. 
Num. 12:6). 


Verse 3.—Fear not to go down into 
Egypt. Abraham got into trouble in 
Egypt; Isaac was warned not to go to 
Egypt; it was prophesied that they would 
suffer bondage (Gen. 15:13); they would 
be an abomination to the inhabitants, and 
would come in touch with idolatry. Jacob 
needed God’s “fear not.” J will there make 
of thee a great nation. God here centers 
on the great purpose he had in mind in 
taking Jacob’s family to Egypt. It was 
not just a personal family matter. 


Verse 4.—I will go down with thee into 
Egypt. This is the assurance that Jacob 
needed, just as Moses needed it (Exod. 
33:15). J will also surely bring thee up 
again. Referring primarily to the nation 
of Israel; the bringing up of Joseph’s body 
into Canaan was a token of the promised 
return of the nation. Joseph shall put his 
hand upon thine eyes. Close his eyes in 
death, a service performed by the nearest 
and dearest. An assurance that he would 
peacefully spend the rest of his days with 
Joseph. 


Verse 5.—The wagons which Pharaoh 
had sent. Open, two-wheeled, wooden 
carts, pulled by a pair of oxen, 


Verse 28—He sent Judah before him 
unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Goshen. 
Judah continues to be the leader. Goshen 
was “the best of the land,” a district of 
uncertain extent in the delta of the Nile, 
a few miles northeast of On. 


Verse 29.—Joseph made ready his chariot. 
Driven by horses. Joseph must travel in 
state as Pharaoh’s prime minister. 

Verse 30.—Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face. Spoken not in sad resigna- 


tion, but in great joy. He was ready to 


depart (cf. Luke 2:29). Yet the Lord had 
for him seventeen happy years to follow. 


Chapter 50: 24—And Joseph said unto 
his brethren. Levi outlived Joseph twenty- 
three years, dying at the age of 137 (Exod. 
6:16), and probably other brothers out- 
lived Joseph. However, the expression 
“his brethren” could include: nephews who 
were the heads of families, as well as his 
own brethren. God will*surely visit you, 
and bring you out of this land. How 
startling is this evidence of Joseph’s devo- 
tion to God’s promise, when he had such 
a successful career in Egypt. He was in 
Egypt, but not of it. 


Verse 25.—And Joseph took an oath... 
ye shall. carry up my bones from hence. 
This is given in the New Testament as 
Joseph’s great expression of faith (Acts 
7:16). They counted this oath as a solemn 
thing (Exod. 13:19; Josh. 24: 32). 

Verse 26.—They embalmed him, and he 
was put in a coffin in Egypt. Jacob’s body 
had been buried in Canaan. Joseph’s body 
was in Egypt as a perpetual symbol of the 
fact that the great leader who -brought 
the children of Israel to Egypt would be 
a back with them to the promised 
and. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Joseph’s kindness to his kindred was more 
than the favor that is due to brothers, and 
it was more than. “unmerited favor,”— 
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it was loving favor to those who justly 
deserved retribution. So God’s grace is 
far more than unmerited favor, more than 
favor to the undeserving. His grace means 
amazing, abounding, favor toward those 
who deserve his wrath and eternal displeas- 
ure. When the Lord Jesus Christ became 
man, he identified himself with this sinful 
human race. We are his kindred. Back 
of Joseph’s kindness for his kindred is 
Christ’s lovingkindness to his chosen people 
Israel, and to us. 

Mark the abounding character of Joseph’s 
kindness. He not only forgave them freely 
of all their past sins; he brought them 
into loving and continued fellowship with 
himself, He not only sent provision and 
money to them in the time of famine; he 
brought them all to Egypt to live near 
himself. He not only brought them to 
Egypt; he settled them in the best of the 
land. What a picture of our Lord! We 
are exhorted to be kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, even 
as Joseph forgave his brethren. Yet that 
love was but a faint shadow of the other 
love, which is our example: “even as God 
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 
4: 32). 

There was another thing that made it 
possible for Joseph to show such unselfish 
love to his brethren. He was the Lord 
of Egypt. But Egypt meant nothing to 
him in comparison with the glorious prom- 
ises God had given. So we, as children of 
the King, living in the heavenlies, with the 
prospect of a glorious future before, can 
show forgiving; unselfish love toward 
others. 


Lesson Outlines 
Our EXAMPLE 

1. Joseph’s kindness: Expressed in love, 
forgiveness, comfort, abounding provision 
for his kindred (Gen. 45: 4-8; 47:11, 12). 

2. The kindness and love of God our 
Saviour: Expressed in love, forgiveness, 
comfort, abounding provision for lost sin- 
ners (Titus 3: 4). 

3. Our kindness: Expressed in love,,for- 
giveness, service toward others (Eph. 4: 
32). 

From CANAAN TO Ecypt 

1. Jacob meets God, and with his pres- 
ence leads his family into Egypt (Gen. 46: 
1-7). 

2. Jacob meets Joseph, long-lost son of 
his love, and settles in Goshen (46: 28-30). 

‘3. Jacob meets his sons, at his death, and 
foretells God’s glorious purposes (Chaps. 
48, 49). 

4. Joseph prophesies, at his death, the re- 
turn to Canaan (50: 24-26) 


Special Lesson Tepics and Truths 

Jacob’s Prophecy. Jacob gathered his 
sons to tell them what should befall them 
in the “latter days.” This was not to tell 
them what lay before them in their old 
age. The old man swept the horizons of 
history and told the characteristics of the 
tribes, looking forward to the time when 
God’s King should come (from Judah) and 
all nations of earth should obey him. 
Jacob’s prophecy still awaits its complete 
fulfillment (49:8-10). In all this Jacob 
was not the aged father. He was the in- 
spired prophet of God. 

Joseph’s Tax Plan for Egypt. In con- 
sidering Joseph’s plan, which resulted in 
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the turning over of all the land and stock 
of the people to the control of the govern- 
ment, we need to take these facts into ac- 
count: (1) It was a critical time for Egypt, 
and for the whole world, and needed excep- 
tional measures. (2). There was needed 
some clear-cut business plan, and a firm 
hand to control the situation. Only con- 
fusion would have resulted if grain had 
been distributed gratis to the population. 
(3) The plan to give one-fifth of the pro- 
duce to the government was a fair plan of 
taxation under the conditions. The testi- 
mony of ancient writers indicates that a 
very much greater proportion was taken 
in other nations in antiquity. And how 
much of the American dollar is taken in 
taxes, direct and indirect? 


Practical and Personal Applications 


How does our kindness compare with 
Joseph’s? When we have been thoroughly 
ashamed of ourselves as we think of 
Joseph’s attitude toward those brethren, 
let us read the Golden Text again (Eph. 
4:32). See Heart of the Lesson. 


Children, love and honor and obey your 
parents. How tender was Joseph’s love for 
his father. 


Parents, be worthy of the honor and de- 
votion and love of your children. Train 
them in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, without showing favoritism, without 
provoking them to anger, and above all 
putting God in the center of life’s plan 
(Eph. 6: 1-4; Col. 3: 20, 21; Prov. 6:20; 
23:22). 

Consult God in every new step of life. 
Seek first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness. Withdraw for special com- 
munion when facing an important decision. 


Can we stand prosperity, honor, and 
authority? Joseph humbly and unselfishly 
used his high place as an occasion of high 
service (Gen. 45:9, 13). 

Have we learned how to abound, as well 
as how to suffer want? With Joseph there 
came humiliation first, then exaltation. 
With Jacob there came years filled with 
much bitterness and suffering, then the 
beautiful sunset years with Joseph. We are 
to enjoy God’s present gifts and blessings 
to the full. 


Death for the Christian should be a time 
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of triumph. We sorrow, but we sorrow 
not as those who have no hope. Jacob’s 
death was triumphant, and Joseph’s also. 


Have we learned the missionary message 
of Joseph’s life? Jacob’s journey into 
Egypt was a missionary journey. It was 
for the sake of the chosen people, and that 
through them all nations might be blessed. 


What have we done for kindred? There 
is a sacred responsibility to lead our house- 
holds to the Saviour, and-also to care for 
their material needs, as far as we can. It 
is easy, in the absorption of our own work, 
to neglect our kindred. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

With both Jacob and Joseph, death was 
but a new beginning, not a looking back, 
but a looking forward to God’s eternal pur- 
poses. 


What changes in us would our parents 
see if we should meet after twenty years 
of absence? 


Wealth, honor, and position are given 
for one purpose only: for service. 


Joseph was in Egypt, but not of Egypt; 
he looked to Canaan as his promised land. 


Had Joseph’s goal been an earthly goal, 
Egypt would have satisfied him (Heb. 11: 
10, 14-16), 


When Israel settled in Goshen, they were 
surrounded by faith, hope, and love, with 
joy and peace as attendant angels. 

Have we seen our own lives as a con- 
tinuation of the successful careers of Ja- 
cob and Joseph? We also are “in Christ” 
(Heb. 11: 40). 


What place have dancing, movies, cards, 
high society in the’ training of our chil- 
dren? Such preparation will not produce 
a Joseph. 


Woe to parents who put any hindrance 
in the way of children who want to make 
God first in their lives! 


Cotumsata, S. C. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


W HAT are some of the things that would 
make Jacob hesitate about taking his 
family down into Egypt? Why should 
he need a direct command from God, as well 
as an invitation from Joseph? 
2. What was the most comforting part of 
God’s words to Jacob? 


Why did Joseph instruct his brothers so 
caicfully” to tell Pharaoh that they were shep- 
erds ? 


4. How old was Joseph when his father 
came to Egypt? How old was he when his 
father died? How long did Joseph live after 
his father’s death? 


5. What special qualities of Joseph are 
prominently brought out in this lesson? 

6. What was necessary, on the human side, 
aside from the sovereign planning of God, in 
order to make it possible for Jacob’s family 
to go. into Egypt and be provided for in that 
amazing way? Answer in one word. 

7. What do you think is the saddest thing 
that happened in all this. joyful story, so far 
as Joseph himself was concerned? 

8. What great distinction did Joseph have 
above his brothers in the development of the 
twelve tribes? 

9. Why did Jeccbh put Ephraim before 
Manasseh in plccing the two sons of Joseph? 

10. In the light of Hebrews 11, what are 


some of the most important words in this 
lesson ? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 420 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be , sven to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the iarge number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 

Why He Wasn’t Lonely.—And God 
spake unto Israel in the visions of the night 
(Gen. 46:2a). “Sambo,” said Archibald 
Rutledge, addressing an old Negro in the 
South, * ‘you must mind being all alone like 
this.” He looked far over the fading coun- 
try, his eyes seeing more than the saffron 
sedgefield and the towering pines beyond. 
“Cap’n, I ain’t ’zackly alone. I miss. all 
who are gone, but I ain’t alone.” ‘“Some- 
body else has been to see you then,” said 
Mr. Rutledge. “I am mighty glad to hear 
it.” “Cap’n,” he said, and he laid his 
gnarled, black hand on the other’s knee 
for emphasis, “you know who I mean. He 
was my first friend in this life, and he will 
be my last—same as he is to you. God 
don’t come to see me; he stays with me 
all the time. I ain’t lonely.”"—From the 
American Magazine. Sent by Mrs. S. 
Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 





JACOB'S SON JOSEPH FORESHADOWS JACOB'S GREATER SON 
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His Unknown Protectors.—Fear not to 
go down into Egypt; ...I will go down 
with thee (vs. 3, 4). “In the course of 
my work in a certain settlement,” says a 
pioneer preacher, “I incurred the ill: will 
of the leader of a gang of bandits, who 
made -his boast that he would--‘get me.’ 
One afternoon a man was hurt by a fall- 
ing tree, and I was sent for. To reach 
the lumber camp I had to pass through 
some. rough, cut-over land. It was eve- 
ning as I entered it, and suddenly I was 
overcome with a fear which I could not 
shake off until I had dismounted and laid 
my trouble before the Lord. I went on 
unmolested. Next day the head bandit 
was shot by one of his men, and again 
I was summoned to a death-bed. The man 
confessed that on the previous night he had 
lain in wait, intending to kill me, adding, 
‘But who were those men who rode with 
you?? When [I said I was alone he 
screamed, ‘You were not! Two men were 
with you, one on either side, and in all 
my life I never saw such horses as they rode. 
Who were they?’ I never doubted that on 
that night God sent me supernatural pro- 
tection and deliverance.”—From the Gospel 
Herald. Sent by Harvey L. Mitchell, 
Grabill, Ind. Prize illustration. 


What Kind of Signposts?—He sent 
Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct 
his face unto Goshen (v. 28). The writer of 
this incident was traveling in a conducted 
tour, in the hands of an experienced guide, 
and was learning some lessons about guides : 
It was a lovely summer night in Belgium. 
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A group, of friends and workers of the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission had assisted at the 
opening meeting of a Gospel.tent campaign 
in the beautiful old city of Huy,. where. for 
the first time in hundreds of years the glo- 
rious Gospel was being publicly proclaimed. 
The commodious tent had filled, and how 
they did drink in the Word preached with 
such power and earnestness by their good 
Pastor Walti! The service over, the 
workers and their friends from America 
climbed into their automobiles, and started 
on the road. back to Brussels fifty miles 
away, through glorious woods, and sleeping 
villages, by the winding river, but through 
a strange land and ovef a road we had 
never passed before. Guide posts suddenly 
took .a new value,—good, true, unmis- 
takable, and easily discernible guide posts. 
Our driver’s sense of direction was good. 
But how few and inadequate, sometimes 
blurred and deceptive, were the signposts 
on the long, dark road home! A bright 
light fiashed on the sign might reveal an 
indistinct name, or an advertising sign, but 
never a word for the weary traveler seek- 
ing his way home. Are we signposts like 
that? Is the Master’s name and message 
so dim in our lives that the world looks 
and sees nothing? Or is self printed there, 
that the traveler sees only the post that 
advertises itself but nothing to tell which 
way to turn? Brussels was reached at 
last; but are there souls wandering in the 
darkness of sin finally to reach home at fast, 


who might have found the way sooner if 


the signposts had been more plentiful or 
more true?—From an editorial in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Lizzie 
Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Waves That Drive Us Toward God. 
—And Israel said ... Now let me die, 
since I have seen thy face (v. 30). A lit- 
tle boy made himself a boat, and went off 
in high glee to sail it on the water. But 
presently it got beyond his reach, and in 
his distress he appealed to a big boy for 
help, asking him to get it back for him. 
Saying nothing, the big boy picked up 
stones, and seemed to be throwing them 
at the boat. The little chap thought he 


would never get his boat back, and that’ 


instead of helping, the big boy was annoy- 
ing him. But presently he noticed that 
instead of hitting the boat, each stone went 
beyond it, and made a little wave, which 
moved the boat a little nearer to the shore. 
Every throw of the stones was planned, and 
at last the toy was brought within reach, 
and the little boy was happy again in the 
possession of his treasure. Sometimes 
things in our life seem disagreeable and 
without sense or plan. But wait awhile, 
and we shall see that each trial, each strik- 
ing of a stone upon the quiet water of our 
life has brought us nearer to God.—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


No Rogrets for Kindness.—Be ye kind 
one to another (Golden Text). 


I have ge in the night for the shortness 
sight, 
That to somebody’ s need made me blind; 
But I never have yet felt a twinge of regret, 
For being a little too kind. 
—From The Christian Herald. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


When Mud Brushes Off Best.—Be ye 
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiv- 
ing one another (Golden Text). A young 
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man had been badly insulted, and, full of 
angry indignation, declared that he was 
going at once to demand an apology. “My 
dear boy,” said Father Graham, a beloved 
old man of the village, “take a word of 
advice from an old man who loves peace. 
An insult is like mud; it will brush off 
much better when it is dry. Wait a little, 
till he and you are both cool, and the thing 
will be easily mended. If you go now it 
will only be to quarrel.” The young man 
took his advice, and before the next day 
was done the insulting person came to beg 
forgiveness—From the Gospel Herald. 
Sent by Harvey L. Mitchell, Grabill, Ind. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Dream.—God spake unto Israel in 
the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, 
Jacob. And he said, Here am I (Gen. 46: 
2). “Visions of the night!” I like this 
from Longfellow: 

It is a dream, sweet child, a waking dream 

A blissful certainty, a vision bright 

Of that rare happiness, which even on earth 

Heaven gives to those it loves. 

“To those it loves.’ God loved Israel. 
There is much to be learned~ about the 
workings of the “machinery” enclosed in 
this case we call our body. Those who 
have given some attention to the matter 
of dreams tell us we live long periods in 
split seconds when we dream. 

_DeQuincy tells us of a dream filled with 
events which occurred in the time a vase 
was knocked off a table, crashed on the 
floor below and awakened the dreamer. 

Many of us can tell of some remarkable 
dream, the reason for and nature of which 
is unexplainable. Here is mine, which may 
stir up a memory of yours. 

I live on the Lincoln Highway. When 
I go to our office I am driven west five 
blocks and then south on First Avenue with 
the Brandywine to South Coatesville. On 
First Avenue I pass some fine h of 
the Lukens Steel people. I take this trip 
four times a day. 

I came down to breakfast this morning 
I. am telling about and said to Mrs. Ridg- 
way, “Mary, is Mrs. Tatnall sick?” “Not 
that I know of,” was the reply. “Why?” 
“Well, I dreamed that as Andy and I drove 
down | First: Avenue, Davy Gilbert, the 
Huston gardener, came out and stopped 
us and said, ‘Mrs. Tatnall died unexpectedly 
last night. The dream was so vivid it 
seared me.” -“Dreams go contrary,” she 
laughed. When my brother came for me 
I told him of the dream. He laughed and 
said, “Bill, you always did have a weak- 
ness for mince pie; now see what it has 
done for you. Killing off your nicest neigh- 
bors.” 

But imagine the amazement of both of 
us, when we came to the Huston home to 
have Davy Gilbert come out, just as I had 
seen in my dream, and tell us that Mrs. 
Tatnall, one of the sweetest and loveliest 
young matrons in town, was dead. 

How do I explain it? I don’t. God had 
no trouble in reaching his children when 
he so desired (Acts 2:17; Eccles. 5: 3, 7). 


.. Letting It Out.—He fell on his neck, and 
wept on his neck a good while (v. 29). 
Western men do not fall on each other’s 
necks and weep any sort of a “while,” good 
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ican audiences have been much amused 
when viewing war movies in noting the 
expression on the American soldier’s face 
when receiving a French decoration for 
valor he gets the General’s hearty kiss on 
each cheek. If the picture had been in 
color no doubt a shade of red would be 
seen rising from the neck upward like a 
western sunset. 

We Americans do not do it that way. 
Maybe it would be better if we did let our 
emotions out a little. The French are far 
from being effeminate. Nothing “sissy” 
about the valor at the Marne and Verdun. 

There used to be in the family intimates 
a lovely little. Japanese girl who called me 
“Uncle Billy.” Her father, who loved her 
to adoration, had never been kissed by her. 
He would have been as much offended by 
a kiss from her as by a slap or scratch on 
I spoke to him about it. All I 
could get out of him was, “We Japanese 
do not kiss.” That is another side of the 
custom. The Bible believes in it in both 
Old Testament and New (Gen. 27: 26; 
Rom. 16: 16). 

There was nothing “sissy” about Jacob 
and Joseph, but here we see them letting 
the heart overflow through the eyes. But 
few words are spoken. You apparently 
have them in the one little verse, “Now 
let me die, since I have seen thy face, be- 
cause thou art yet alive.” 

When Dan Crawford came out of the 
heart of Africa for the first time in twenty- 
three years, and saw his mother who had 
thought him lost, it is said they spent the 
day in silence holding each other by the 
hand. Now Dan was a talker; I know, for 
I was with him, and he had much to tell. 
Deep emotion has different ways of ex- 
pressing itself. : 

Many a man, like the turtle, withdraws 
himself within his shell and his nearest 
and dearest never know of the wells of 
tenderness that flow silently and secretly 
within. Then when he has passed on, they 
come out of the hiding they had provided 
and reveal the inside of Old Hard Shell. 


The “Container.”—So Joseph died, be- 
ing .an hundred and ten years old: ... and 
he was put in a coffin in Egypt (50: 26). 
If I were in New York City around the 
time of this lesson I would take a bus and 
go to the Metropolitan Museum and visit 
with the “coffins” in Egypt. 

As I would move among the beautifully 
decorated mummy cases, imagining their 
present or past occupants, I would wonder 
if Joseph is not somewhere in his “coffin 
in Egypt” awaiting discovery. They have 
his friend, the Pharaoh who knew Joseph, 
in the Cairo Museum, and_I have his photo- 
graph. Joseph’s mummy may turn up some 
day. 

The Egyptians knew how to preserve the 
dead. While this embalming was an ex- 
pensive operation, I doubt if it was any 
more costly than some of our modern 
funerals. 

One of my Iron Rose men is a funeral 
director. He was showing me through his 
modern establishment. In the basement 
were sample coffins at all prices. There 
was a box for $500 that had a mattress 
with springs. 

“Why the springs for the dead?” I asked. 
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“Don’t know,” was the reply, “but some 
folks seem to think the body will rest more 
comfortably.” Then we laughed. 

“Well, George, when you come to lay 
me away, remember I will rest quite com- 
fortably in my last sleep up there on Fair- 
view’s hillside in that cheapest one you 
have over there, covered with black cloth.” 

In many a family, when Death invades, 
one of his hard cracks is the expense of 
burying. The undertaker’s bill takes a big 
bite out of the insurance money — and pray 
to what avail is the elaborate and expensive 
casket, with its furnishings and big silver 
name plate, all to be buried under ground 
out of sight forever? 

When the wedding present is taken out 
of its container the box can go to the 
wood pile or old paper man. When we 
depart “to be with Christ, which is far 
better,” all that remains here on earth 
is the “container” that held us against that 
great day. You see this twentieth day of 
June happens to be the very day I arrived 
here in this world in my “container” (Rev. 
19:9; 2 Cor. 5: 1-4). 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
wilt thou help us to realize the true meaning 
of family life. No matter how widely we may- 
be separated by distance, may we not be-sep- 
arated by disagreements that so often break in 
between brothers and sisters and parents and 
children. We thank thee for the love that is 
shown in this lesson, and for the loving care 
that Joseph gave to his father. We pray that 
no prominence or exaltation among men may 
lead us in any way to ignore our debt to those 
who have brought us into the world, and who 
have cared for us in childhood and whose care 
and love run on into the years that follow. 
Give us, we pray thee, a due sense of appre- 
ciation of all the blessings that a God-fearing 
family brings into our lives, and may we not 
let these influences die, or be faithless to our 
obligations to those who have made family unity 
and service possible through love and consid- 
eration and helpfulness that comes in this rela- 
tionship. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There is a story 
about a young fellow in college who was 
able to go to college because of the hard 
work that his mother had done in taking 
in washing. She had been very saving and 
very proud of her boy. She was able to 
visit him once at the college. She did not 
have a very happy time there. He had 
become somewhat prominent, and he did 
not introduce his mother to his friends. She 
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was almost like a stranger in the college, 
and nobody knew what she had done for 
him. There are various names which we 
can think of which we might like to call 
that young man. Folks like that are very 
scarce. Ingratitude is a dreadful vice. Do 
you have any touch of that in your own 
heart? Think about Joseph and how he, 
great man as he was, cared for his family. 
Would you have done the same? I hope 
so. We need to ask God to guard us 
against ingratitude. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 417) 


1. Isaac had been commanded to stay in the 
land. Egypt was a heathen country. Shep- 
herds were an abomination to the Egyptians. 
There was the prophecy of bondage in a 
strange land. 

2. “I will go down with thee into Egypt” 
(46: 4). 

3. As shepherds, rad could not live with 
the Egyptians (46: 34). Joseph $s purpose was 
to have them separated and to have them 
dwell in the fertile land of Goshen. It is 
judged that Pharaoh was one of the “shep- 
herd kings,” who had conquered Egypt, and 
thus wouid be friendly to the shepherds. 

4. Thirty-nine. Fifty-six. Fifty-four years. 

5. Forgiving spirit, brotherly kindness, wis- 
dom, prudence, generosity, love, deep affection, 
loyalty to his father, and above all faith in 
God and in God’s promises. ? 

6. Joseph. 

7. After Jacob’s death, the brothers thought 
that Joseph might hate them and requite them 
all the evil they had done. Joseph wept at 
the thought that his brothers could so mis- 
understand his heart (Gen. 50: 15-21). 


8. Each of his two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, became head of a tribe, making 
them “sors of Jacob,” giving Joseph a double 
portion. 


9. On the human side Ephraim was evi- 
dently. the stronger and was destined to de- 
velop into the strongest of the ten tribes. 
On the. divine side God frequently chose the 
younger to emphasize the truth of his grace, 
that man should not glory. Thus Abel was 
chosen, Seth, Noah, Abraham, Shem, Jacob, 
each a younger brother. 


“God will surely visit you, and ye shall 
carry up my bones from hence” (50:25; re- 
ferred to in Heb. 11: 22). 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Heart of Joseph. 


Discussion: Why is it that a fellow will 
be rude to and inconsiderate of, his home 
folks and loved ones sometimes, while at the 
same time he treats strangers with the 
most careful courtesy? 


Objective: The Spirit-filled life. 


AY, fellows, “Keep thy heart with all 

diligence; for out of it are the issues 
of life.’ So cautions the writer of Prov- 
erbs (Prov. 4:23). In the Scriptures 
the heart is the symbol for that inside, in- 
visible, and eternal spirit of man that 
governs his actions and determines his 
course through this life and- eternity. 

If you fellows are serious enough to 
consider that you have a whole life to live, 
and are wise enough to want to pitch that 
life on the high level God has made pos- 
sible to you, you will be interested in 
studying a young fellow who made a won- 
derfisl ‘success of his. Get a blue print 
of the heart of Joseph. You will find 
it in the last fourteen chapters of the Book 
of Genesis. The first thing that. stands 
out in the life of this young man is his 
loyalty to God. He was sold as a slave 
in a foreign land. He had an attractive 
personality. He was bright and progres- 
sive. He wanted to make a success of his 
life in spite of the fact that he was an alien 
and a bondservant. He found himself 
among heathen. All about him the people 
worshiped idols. Those who might favor 
him were idolators. Moreover they were 
guilty of shameful practices and tried to 
draw him into loose living. But Joseph 
was true to the God of his father Jacob. 
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He regarded that loyalty as the thing of 
first importance. He was keeping his heart 
with all diligence, believing that if he kept 
clean and true to God he would ultimately 
triumph. And, oh, boy, did he! 

Joseph could probably have gotten pro- 
motion and certain satisfactions by com- 
promising with his circumstances; but, in- 
stead, because of his loyalty to God he 
was thrust into jail, and doubtless it seemed 
pretty dark for a time. But God did not 
desert Joseph. “Them that honour me I 
will honour” (1 Sam. 2:30). Within two 
or three years, through events with which 
you are already familiar, Joseph was ex- 
alted to the second place in the kingdom. 
Fellows, the first thing in “keeping thy 
heart” is to keep that heart loyal to God. 

The next outstanding characteristic of 
Joseph’s heart is its kindness. Joseph was 
kind. His treatment of his brothers who 
had cruelly mistreated him was splendid. 
His heart held no spiteful resentment. He 
could love them, and he did love them. 
There is something Christlike about that. 
He forgave them and he became their great 
benefactor. 

God could mightily use a heart like that. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for June 20 


He gave to Joseph great wisdom. He 
was a greater man even than his position ; 
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wants us to be where he is, and he provides 
the transportaton for .us to come to him. 
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he was greater than Pharaoh. There is 
no. way to measure the greatness of a man 
whose heart is right with God. 


He expects to see that we escape the dis- 
tress and desolation that shall come upon 
the land immediately after the Rapture, 
that blessed event when the Lord himself 
shall gather to himself all that have his 
resurrection life. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


ALSO AN ADVANCED QUARTERLY 
KNOWN AS THE 


“The world stands out on either side, 
No wider than the heart is wide; 
Above the world is stretched the sky, 
No higher than the soul is high. 
The heart can push the sea and land 
Farther apart on either hand; 

The soul cari split the sky in two 
And let the face of God shine through. 
But east and west will pinch the heart 

That cannot keep them pushed apart, 
And he whose soul is flat, the. sky 
Will cave in on him by and by.” 


Krncsport, TENN. 


In addition to the Scripture mentioned 
above, the following passages will be use- 
ful: Galatians 4: 4-7; Ephesians 2: 13; Co- 
lossians 2:8; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 1 
Timothy 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:7-13; 1 
Peter 3:12; 1 Corinthians 10: 9-22; Ro- 
mans 6: 11-13; Philippians 4: 5; Colossians 
3: 1-4; John 5:24; and 1 John 1:9. 
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Your Class of Girls ‘¢ SOMEWHAT : 
TO SAY’? by Clark J. Forcey, Th.D. ADDRESS 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


OSEPH was deeply moved by the ear- 
J nest and eloquent pleading of Judah for 
their brother Benjamin. He commanded 
all the Egyptian servants to leave the room, 
and when he was alone with the brothers 
from Canaan he wept aloud and confessed, 
“I am Joseph.” 

His brothers were speechless and trou- 
bled in his presence. 

The guilty soul has always wished to 


With 
run away, ever since Adam and Eve started 


Happy 
the habit, and God has always had to seek Hearts 


Joseph said, “Come near to me .. . be 
not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold me hither: for God did send 
me before you to preserve life.” 
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hey 
now have regular preaching and 
a transformed community, un- 
der the denomination chosen. 


Joseph wished to have his loved ones 
with him. His “thou shalt be near unto 
me” reminds us of Christ as recorded in 
John 17. And when we read Genesis 45: 
12 we are reminded of Luke 24: 39.We find 
in Genesis 45:15 that it was after the 


recent summer, the American Sunday School Union 
conducted 882 such Rural Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools; and 23,603 otherwise unreached rural youth 
attended them. 
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Schools, Vacation Bible 
Schools, Young People’s So- 
cieties and Youth Bible Con- 
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We cannot have sweet fellowship with 
God until we confess our sin and know 
that we are forgiven. On the ground of 
the shed blood atoning for our sin we can 
feel comfortable and have conversation with 
our holy God who has brought us nigh by 
the blood of ‘his own Son. 


The Egyptians, who had been sent from 
the room, heard Joseph weep for joy. Can’t 
you imagine how curious they were to 
know what it was all about? So, when 
they were told, the news spread, and Joseph 
told Pharaoh. Pharaoh approved of hav- 
ing Joseph’s kindred with him. There was 
nothing he would not do for Joseph. 

And there is nothing God will not do 
for his Son, the Lord Jesus. 


What a caravan that must have been 
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overwhelming the news must have been 
for father Israel! It was enough to make 
his heart faint, but the sight of the wagons 
from Egypt convinced him, and soon they 
were all on their way to live with Joseph, 
all seventy souls. So the next years of 
famine could not touch them. 


This is the way God provides for us. He 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: Have pictures of several houses, 
large and small... Make a tiny tent otf 
paper, modeled after an Arabian tent, which 
is quite similar to the tents of Joseph's 
day. * Have cards for the Memory Verse 
. (Exod. 20 : 12a). 
OW many of you live in a house? 
Most of you do. Somebody says he 
lives in an apartment. That’s just a part 
of a house, isn’t it? Some people nowa- 
days live in trailer houses and aiito camps, 
and some live in tents, and I know of some 
who live in caves along the river bank. 
But there is one thing that can be true 
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SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIAN 


A Deluxe Assortment of 18 Folders for Birthday, dick, 
Sympathy, etc., with Scripture texts and verses for 
Christian, people. Sent postpaid for 65c. Two or more 
Boxes 50c each. They sell readily for $1.00 each. 
As a Sample offer—we will send above described Box 
and a $1.00 Box of 24 Scripture ‘ext Christmas Folders, 
for $1.00. SHEPHERD'S TOWN CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa. 


KILLS ANTS 
‘cide FOR 10c Jin 


HOUSEWIVES— Master Ant Killer rids your 
home of ants in 24 hours. Money back guaran- 
tee. Sold at stores. 


JONES PRODUCTS CO., Milwaukee, Wis. 
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HAPPY FELLOWSHIP—SPIRITUAL REFRESHING 


Ministerial Institute 
(Auspices the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago) 
MONTROSE, PA. 


July 17— 29, 1937 


FOR PASTORS, MISSIONARIES AND OTHER 
FULL TIME CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


NO REGISTRATION FEE 


FACULTY 
Dr. W. Graham Scroggie . . . Edinburgh 
Dr. William Evans . . . . Los Angeles 
Dr. W. H. Wrighton . . Athens, Georgia 
Dr. Will H. Houghton . . . . Chicago 


SPECIAL MUSICAL FEATURES 


For program information 
Write 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
For special low cost entertainment informa- 
tion, write Rev. R. Honeyman, 


lontrose, Pa, 


Regular four weeks Summer School at Chi- 

cago, June 22 to July 23. Chicago Ministerial 

Institute, July 19 to 23. Write at once for full 

pemation. 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 
nois. 
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of a little house like *this or this, ‘or big 
houses like these; it can be true of a tent 
or an apartment, or a trailer, or even a 
cave. : Every. one of these places can be 
a real ‘home, because the right kind. of fam- 
ily can make a home in any kind of. place. 

Joseph and his brothers and his father 
lived in a tent’ in the land of Palestine, 
probably something like this. His mother 
was dead, but Jacob was a good father and 
loved his children. Joseph was his favorite 
child, and loved his father. 

You remember last week we left Joseph 
and his brothers just when Joseph was 
going to tell them who he was. They were 
frightened, for they were afraid he would 
punish them for selling him into slavery. 
But he wasn’t even cross at them, and told 
them God had sent him there to save their 
lives. 

Joseph asked about his father, and then 
he told his brothers to go back home and 
get him, and their families, and bring them 
all to Egypt, where the king would give 
them food and a place to live. 

Joseph and the king sent gifts ‘to the 
father and wagons to bring. the women 
and the children, and food for all of. them 
on the way. I know Joseph could hardly 
wait while his brothers made the long, slow 
trip back home, and the slower - return 
trip to Egypt. At last they.came. Once 
more Joseph saw his beloved father, who 
was now an old man. He honored Ja- 
cob, and took him to the palace and pre- 
sented him to the king. Jacob lived hap- 
pily with his sons and his grandchildren, 
and blessed them all before he died. 

Joseph was a good son. He honored 
his father. Sometimes I see boys and girls 
who disobey their fathers and mothers. I 
see men and women who treat old and 
sick mothers and fathers very unkindly. 

That isn’t God’s way. His command is, 
“Honour thy father and thy mother.” Let’s 
write this down on our cards, and learn it 
in our hearts. 


Mopesto, CAtir. 





| With the New Books 


My Beloved Armenia. By Marie S. 
Banker. (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, Chicago, $1.25.) It is a heart- 
moving thing to read of a child of God 
being delivered, by one miracle after an- 
other, from the hands of murderous men; 
but when that child is an Armenian girl, and 
her enemies the brutal Turks, the story takes 
on added meaning. For who in the Christian 
world has not heard of God’s great witness, 
his, martyr nation, Armenia? And yet how 
little we have known! Miss Sarrafian 
Banker adds much to that little, and at the 
same time she proves that it is wonderfully 
possible to endure a lifetime of insult and 
suffering with never one doubt of the 
Father's love which permitted it. And: the 
horror is covered with songs:of praise to 
Him who gave Armenia such triumph as 
we sheltered Christians have never 
dreamed of! The story is told in the style 
which fits it best — conversational, yet dra- 
matic. 





Full Assurance. By H. A. Ironside. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, 75 cents.) “I’m afraid that if IT 
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accept ‘Christ I won't be able to’ hold out 
to the end,” said a troubled seeker. “Just 
suppose,” came the reply, “that God. had 
told. Noah to drive into the outside of: the 
ark eight iron spikes upon which, in‘ order 
to be saved, he and his family must hang 
through ali.the deluge. Would they have 
been able to hold out?” It is with such 
illustrations of singular aptness that Dr. 
Ironside presents the subject of Christ's 
all. sufficiency as the ground for the be- 
liever’s assurance.. His ten chapters pile 
evidence upon evidence that this assurance 
is one of faith, understanding, hope, and 
heart, and that it is not only our blessed 
privilege to believe, but our duty and neceés- 
sity, — at this moment, and the next, on and 
on, forever. Like a studded coronet, every 
page flashes with gems from the Book, 
and the last chapter refutes twenty-eight 
different excuses commonly given for the 
lack of faith in God and his Word. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer eeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 27. Recreation That Develops Character 
Col. 1 : 18b; 1 Cor. 10: 31. 


Sunday, June 20 


How True to Life Are the Movies? 
(Phil. 4:8; 1 John 2 : 15-17) 





Mon.—The flight of a king (2 Sam. 15: 
23, 30). 

Tues.—A traitor and his. fate (Matt. 2%: 
14-16; 27 : 3-8). 

Wed.—Favoritism in the home (Gen. 27: 
1-13). . 

Thurs.—Rebuking a King (2 Sam. 12:1- 

; 10). 

Fri.—The King of kings (John 18 : 28-40). 

Sat.—A scenario by Jesus (Luke 15: 11- 
32). 











F YOU were choosing a painting to be 

placed over your fireplace in your liv- 
ing room, would you choose a beautiful 
landscape or an inspiring portrait, or would 
you select a painting of a tenement alley, 
or a filthy; overflowing garbage can? Yet 
all of these would be “true to life.” We 
do not hesitate to discard some things that 
are “true to life” because they are hideous 
and ugly. Why then should we excuse 
the sorded and vile that we see in the mo- 
tion picture house on the plea that it is 
“true to life’? 

If the motion picture industry really 
wishes to be consistent in being “true to 
life,” why does it not portray the finer 
things as well as the sordid? It is true 
that there are many homes that are un- 
happy, and many individuals whose pas- 
sions run the whole gamut of human ex- 
perience. But it is also true that there 
are a surprisingly large number of homes 
in which love and virtue and chastity and 
honor are the watchwords, and there are 
thousands upon thousands of individuals, 
not perfect to be sure, but who, by the 
grace of God, resist and triumph over the 
evils that are shown upon the silver screen. 
Why not emphasize the finer and nobler 
things of life? 

ve 


We hear. and read a great deal iti movie 








as 
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language about “glamour.” Here again 
the indictment stands against the motion 
picture on the ground of unreality. Wealth 
and fame seldom come to the individual 
in the easy manner pictured on the screen, 
and the life of the evildoer is almost. never 
as romantic as it is made to appear. The 
unrest and dissatisfaction with the simple 
things of life, and the wild dreams of get- 
ting something for nothing or getting rich 
quick. by shady methods that seem to fill 
the minds of our young people.can be 
traced directly to such false standards. 
ye 

The motion picture is untrue to life in 
its portrayal of religion. How often have 
you seen in the motion picture play a fam- 
ily that sincerely and earnestly observes 
the Sabbath day and attends church? 
Though it is true that you have seen some 
church scenes, almost always those who 
are outstanding church members or min- 
isters are represented as hypocrites or 
weak, over-pious individuals that no one 
admires. Seldom if ever is simple Chris- 
tian- faith and sincere devotion that char- 
acterize countless true men and women of 
our land, pictured on the screen. 

: we 

However, if all of this distortion could 
be corrected: and these objections wiped 
out, there would still be one great reason 
why Christians should object to moving 
pictures. It is on the ground of those en- 
gaged in their production. There may be 
exceptions, but we hear far less of the vir- 
tues of the exceptional motion picture 
actor or actress than of the escapades of 
the majority. Young people especially 
are prone to look upon the heroes of the 
stage or screen as their own personal 
heroes or heroines, and are likely, either 
consciously or unconsciously, to pattern 
after them. One has but to pick up the 
newspaper to see in glaring headlines the 
account of some new divorce or remar- 

“riage or scandal involving well. known 
motion picture stars. Some of this may 
be good publicity, but it is setting a ter- 
rible standard to which Christian ‘Young 
people dare not expose themselves, if they 
would lead clean arid wholesome lives for 
Christ. 

"We grow.to be like the person or thing 
with which we.associate either in thought 
of teality. God’s challenge rings clear and 
true, “Whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soéver things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these 
things” (Phil. 4:8). 

A most helpful booklet to use in your 
society in connection with this topic is, 
“Questionable Amusements,” by Freder- 
ick P. Wood, Director of the National 
Young Life Campaign, London, England. 
It may be obtained from the Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
for 25 cents. ° 

. PHILADELPHIA. 
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— A Summer Schooi of Theology 





‘> THERE will be opportunity for ministers 


: and other Christian workers to take 


“ courses in theology this summer at Winona 


» Lake, Ind. The Winona Lake School of 


“ Theology will be in session for two sem- 
esters, July 7-23, and July 24 to August 11. 
Studies» may be pursued in one cr both 
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semesters, and credit may be obtained “™ ™ 

toward. the regular theological degrees, 

Bachelor. of Theology, Master’ of Arts (in GL ACIERS! 
Theology), Master of Arts (in Religious bed 
Education), and Bachelor of Divinity. 

The subjects for this year are: Old Tes- ' 
tament, New Testament, Theology, Relig- 
ious Education, Church History, Greek 
New Testament, Sacred Music, Evangel- 
ism. Members of the administration and 
faculty include the following: Dr. W. E. 
Biederwolf, President; .Dr. J. A. Huffman, 
Dean; Dr. Howard T. Kuist, Dr. Leslie 
Ray Marston, Dr. Peder Stiansen, Dr. 
Henry S. Gehman, and Professor Rollin 
Pease. 

For the first time, fifty rooms are offered 
free to students. The school has a high 
academic standard, is interdenominational 
and evangelical. 

A copy of the twelve-page Prospectus 
may be had upon request from the Dean, 
Dr, J. A. Huffman, 302 Morton Boule- 
vard, Marion, Ind. 















For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


FIFTH ANNUAL 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ALASKA TOUR 


For in addition to the wonderful cruise 
Following the Home Daily Bible Readings to Southwestern Alaska, we will be 
on the International Uniform Sunday School thrilled with the 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 





majestic Mount Rai 
beauty of lovely Lake Louise and Banff 
in the Canadian Rockies. 

Make your plans now to the 1937 
tons babes Cuaean nabs is 

For reservaticn or further information, 
address 

Mr. John Lane, dr. 


June 14 to 20 
Mon.—Genesis 46 : 1-7. 
Joseph’s Kindness to His Father. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Joseph shall put 


a : 5 ‘ Associate Editor 
his hand upon thine eyes. Picture the The 
forthcoming scene. Jacob to be visited by Cane Pes Zee 
his beloved son whose loving hand would Philadel Pa. 


be laid upon his father’s eyes. What could 
be more consoling to a parental heart than 
this from God, who “like as a father pitieth 
his children,” and who for our sins gave 
up “his only begotten Son”! The Father- 
heart of God knows perfectly what the be- 
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KEEP YOUR SCHOO 

OPEN AND GROWING » 
THIS SUMMER: 


: God’s work will not wait. 
Gain power and momentum for an early Autumn 
advance. 


ALL BIBLE 
Graded Series 


_ A powerful summer ally in your fight for 
Spiritual growth of your school during the “let- 
down” months. Remember the powers of evil 
are busiest when leisure is greatest. 


Schools Report Summer Success 


Last year schools that began to use the All 
Bible Graded Series with the summer quarter 
reported sustained attendance, unimpaired or- 

tion, fresh zeal and interest, rapid rally in the fall. 


these vital benefits for school by ordering th 

All Bible Graded by for your ‘summer quarter This 

soul-w series e i "4 

techie HE oO exceptional writers 

Sample copies of previous quarters (specify 

PRE: cpespeny soit oh request paige pee 
included for 10c in stamps or coi toward postage. 


THE SCRIPTURE PRESS 
Dept. SS 800 North Clark Street, Chicago, Tl. 
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reaved heart of his child most craves. Be- 
reaved one, the reunion longed for will 
really come. Pray for the Canadian Pres- 
byterian Mission, Szepingkai, Manchuria. 
Tues.—Genesis 46 : 28-30; SO: 24-26. 
Joseph’s Kindness to His Brothers. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “My brethren.” 
Joseph’s brethren notwithstanding their 
numerous offenses were loved with great 
love. Joseph’s wonderful love is but a 
faint suggestion of the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge. It surpasses all ex- 
pectations! It covers the past, surrounds 
the present, and embraces the ages of the 
ages. A greater than Joseph calls us “my 
brethren” (Heb. 2:12). Pray for Mars 
Hill College, Mars Hill, N. C. 


Wed.—Colossians 2 : 1-5. 
Remembering Loved Ones. 
Prayer Succestions: “With you in the 
_ spirit.” By faith we meet our loved ones 
aroufid the common mercy seat. Absent 
from them in bodily presence we may be 
very near to them in spirit. Remember 
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toiling loved ones who are far away. In 
thinking of those who now rest from their 
labors, be more conscious of their. presence 
with Christ and loved ones in glory than 
you are of their absence from you. Pray 
for the Maritime Christian Mission, King- 
ston, N. S., Canada. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 1: 7-9. Honoring Parents. 

PRAYER SucGcEsTiIons: “Hear the instruc- 
tion of thy father . . . forsake not the law 
of thy mother.” Curses were written in 
the Law for those who set light by father 
and mother (Deut. 27:16). The first fear 
of the Lord is learned in reverencing par- 
ents. “Honour thy father and thy mother.” 
This is the first divine commandment with 
promise. Boys and girls, “obey your par- 
ents in the Lord: for this is right” (Eph. 
6:1). Pray for The Young Women’s Bible 
Training School, 281-283 State Street, Al- 
bany, N. Y, 


Fri.—Colossians 3 : 12-17, Forgiving One Another. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Forgiving one 
another.” Obedience in this particular mat- 




















“I have been young, and now am old” 


HEATON COLLEGE is now the 
oldest and largest institution of 
its particular kind in the world. 


It is unique among the colleges and 
universities of the Nation. With the 
highest educational standing accorded 
any Liberal Arts College, it combines a 
stalwart avowal of the Bible as the in- 
spired Word of God and loyalty to the 
principles upon which our country was 
founded. 


Its material and educational ad- 
vancement in recent years has been 
phenomenal. But its spiritual signifi- 
. cance has become far greater, It is widely 


recognized as “The School that is Dif- 
ferent.” Its enroliment has grown con- 
sistently, having more than tripled in 
the last fifteen years. 


A Life Annuity Contract with such 
a vigorously expanding institution is an 
exceedingly safe investment. It guaran- 
tees an assured income for life; avoids 
wills, litigation of heirs, court and attor- 
ney fees; does not fluctuate in value; 
and eliminates the worry and uncer- 
tainty of reinvestment of funds. 


With such a steady income in pros- 
pect, no wonder many Wheaton Collége 
Annuitants still say, without regret: 
"I now am old.” 


For complete information, please Clip the Coupon. 


shite ~~~ Wheaton 


MR. GEORGE V. KIRK, V.P., Wheaton College, Wheaton, I11. 
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ter indicates who are spiritually-minded: 
Those who, in the Spirit of Christ, forgive 
injuries joyfully are walking in the light. It 
is natural to entertain a prejudice against 
another, and to be hasty in believing false 
reports, and to take offense; but it is super- 
natural. when we forgive, as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven us. “Be... 
slow to wrath” (Jas. 1:19); and prompt 
to forgive (Eph. 4:26). Pray for The 
World Dominion Movement, 156. Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 
Sat.—Nehemiah 4 : 19-23. 
Standing by One Another. 
Prayer Succestions: “So we laboured.” 
God is more interested in adverbs than 
verbs. . “How,” more than “how much,” 
is of interest to him. Bonds of Christian 
brotherhood are getting looser because of 
a growing censoriousness. Take care to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. If you can’t fall im with others 
don’t fall. out with them. Stand up. for 
Christ, and be sure to stand by your breth- 
ren. Pray for the Chinkiang Missionary. 
Community, Chinkiang, Ku., China. 
Sun.—Luke 2 : 46-52. 
Jesus Helping in the Home. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He... was sub- 
ject unto them.” Spirituality is practical. 
A full heart always has full hands. The 
Lord Jesus in his humiliation honored life’s 
common. tasks. Common labor furnishes 
opportunity for self-denial and for the dis- 
play of heavenly love. Pray for Mission 
Evangelique (Mrs. Homera Homer-Diz- 
on), t rue Nguyen Tsai, Hanot, Tonkin, 
Indo-China. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and _ Possessions. 
These. rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number. of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


te these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add &@ cemts for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
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